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Third Sunday in Lent &, March 3, 2024
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God'’s Zeal Makes Us Clean !i Qa

n this penitential season, we hear the words of God's law revealed , h Tl
Ion Mount Sinai (Exocus 20:1-17). The law was given to guide lsrael, ‘ f OF youv Ous e wl

newly rescued Irom slavery in Egypt, to become a community reflect-

ing God’s love and holiness. However, this law, no matter how full of

love it is, will always carry the sting of accusation for us because our
" 5 3 . )

hearts have strayed {rom God’s gracious purposc. We aren't capable
of fully following the law because we are still captive to the powers
of sin and death, so the commandments will always reveal our tres-
passes. We should not be surprised that God’s word convicts even
those who have been called into the community of faith. After all,
Jesus cleansed even the temple, reacting against sin within the very
heart of religious life.

These scenes on Mount Sinai and in the temple don’t just concern
people of times long past. They draw us in as well. In the mysteries
of holy baptism and holy communion, we become the house of the
Lord. Joined to Christ by grace, we are, together, the body of Christ
and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is zealous for the holi-
ness of his body, desiring that those who have been united to him
would walk in love and truth.

Our great assurance, though, is that the living Word of Jesus is
greater even than the revelation on Sinai. Where the law can only
convict, Jesus forgives. Where the Jaw reveals our bondage to lear and
pride, Jesus brings joyhul freedom. In Christ, his body the church dies
to sin and then, by grace, rises to new life, made clean and holy.

Let us not fear the one who calls us into holiness and cleanses the
temple with zeal. The law reveals where sin has brought death to our
souls. But Jesus has passed through death into a glorious resurrection
to make us into a living temple, where God’s mercy can be found in
abundance for us and for the world.

Covar: Cheixt Fapaliing the Manay-Changars frura the Temple by Nicolas Golombael (French, 1644-1717). Oll on canvas. Courtesy of the Saint Loula Art
Museum.

Readingz ara from the New Revised Slandand Version Rible with Apaurypha, copyright © 1909 by the Division ot Christlan Edugation of tha Nationat
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Millereek Lutheran Church
Third Sunday in Lent
March 3, 2024

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your
presence here today and enjoy the new and the familiar faces as
we gather together. [f you are a visitor and believe that Christ
1s your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are welcome
to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have
received Communion instruction and have been approved to
receive Holy Communion cither here or at another church are
also welcome to commune with us. Any child may come
torward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book, fill
out a visitor’s card in the pew rack and introduce yourself to
Pastor Scott as you leave. We're glad you're here!

Prayer: Eternal God, who desires worship to be motivated
from a devout heart, not from legal requirements: Cleanse our
hearts of all that hinders our communion with you, that we may
be honest and sincere in our devotion to you. In our Savior’s
name we pray. Amen

The Service

Prelude of Entrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation
*Confession & Forgiveness: Page 56
*Opening Hymn: No. 156 (NCH),

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

*Greetings: Pages 57, line 5
*The Kyrie: Pages 57 & 58, line 6
*Prayer of the Day: (On the lesson insert, read in unison)
Children’s Sermon

The First Reading

The Psalmody: On the lesson insert (read responsively)
The Second Reading

*Return to the Lord: Page 63
*The Gospel
*Responses: Page 63, lines 15 & 16

The Sermon

Hymn of the Day: No. 480 (LLBW),

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

*The Nicene Creed, Page 64
*The Prayers: Page 65, line 22
*The Greeting of Peace: Page 66, line 23

Choir Anthem
*The Great Thanksgiving: Pages 68-71, lines 28, 29 & 31
*The Lord’s Prayer, Page 71 (sung)

Holy Communion (Table)
*Post Communion Canticle: Pages 72 & 73, line 39
*Post Communion Prayer: Page 74, line 40
*Benediction & Dismissal: Page 74, lines 42 & 43
*Departing Hymn: No. 327 (NCII), Trust and Obey

Moments of Meditation: Congregation seated

Postlude

*Please stand

Serving You This Morning:

Pastor, The Rev. Scott J. Paradise

L.ay Leader, Susan Long

Organist, Pianist, Debra Tice

L.ay Reader, Debra Buffington

Ushers, Audio, Frank Hoffman and Scott Johnson

The flowers and bulletins are given to the honor and glory of
God and in loving memory of Mary Lou Bergman’s birthday
(March 5"™) by Greta and Greer.
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Prayer of the Day

Third Sunday in Lent
March 3, 2024

Holy God, through yeur Son you have called us to lve faichfully and act courageously. Keep
us steadlast in your covenant of grace, and teach s the wisdom that comes anly through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and farover. Amen.,

First Reading

Exodus 20:1-17

Judd spoke all these words;

Mam the Loro your God, who brought

you out of the land of Egype, out of the house
- ol slavery: *you shall have no other gods be.
fore me.

*Vou shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth. *You
shall not bow down ta them or worship them;
for T the Lorn your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of par-
ents, to the third and che fourth generation
of those who reject me, "ot showing steadfast
lave to the thousandth generation of those
wha lave me and keep my commandments.

"You shall not make wrongful use of the
name of the LorD your God, for the LorD
will not acguit anyone who mistises his name.

*Remember the sabbath day, and keep it
hely. *Six days you shall labior and do all your

Peaim

work. "But the seventh day is 2 sabbath o the
Lowt your God; you shall not do any work—
you, your on or your daughter, your male or
fernale slave, your Hvestock, or the alien resi-
dent in your towns. “For in six days the Lorp
madea heaven and eaith, the sea, and all thar
is in them, but rested the seventh day; there-
fore the Lorn blessed the sabbath day and
conscorated .

"Hanor your father and your mother, so
that your days may be long in the land that
the Lorp your God is giving you,

"You shall not murder.

"You shall not commit adultery,

"You shall nov steal.

"You shall not hear false witness against
yuur neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor's
housc; you shall not cover your neighbor's
wile, or male or fermale slave, or ox, or donkey,
or unything that belongs w your neighber.

Psalm 19; tone 2

L

The heavens declare
the gla- ! ry of God,
atied the sky proclaims
its | maker’s handiwark,
*Ope day tells its 1ale ! Lo another,
and one night
toparts knowledge ! to another,
IAdthough they have
no | words or language,
and their voices b are not heard,
Hheir sound has gone out inte al} {ands,
and their message

to the ends ! of the world,
where God has pitched a tent
I for the sun. ‘
Mt comes forth like a bridegroam
out! of his chamber;
iL rejotces like a champion
ta I run its course,
Tt goes forth from the uttermost edge
of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden
from ita ! burning heat.

continuad

Psalrm, continuad

"The teaching of the Lorp is perfect
and re- ! vives the soul;

Lthe testirnony of the Lok is sure

and gives wisdom ! to the simple,
*The statutes of the LORD are just
and re- | joice the heary;

the commandment of the Loxo

is clear and gives lght ! to the eyes,
"I'he Fear of the LokDn is clean
and en- F dures forever;

the judgments of the Lorn

are rue and righteous | aitogether,
"More 1o he desired are they than gold,
more than ! much line gold,

sweeter far than honey,

than honey ! in the comb,

Second Reading

"By them also

iy your ser- ! vant enlightened,
and in keeping them
theve is F great reward,

PWho can detect one’s ! own offenses?
Cleanse me from my ! secret faunlts.

#Abave all, keep your servant

from presumpiuous sins;

Jer them not get dominion | over me;
then shall 1 be whote and sound,
and innocent of al great offense.

*Let the words of my mouth

and the meditation of iy heart

be aceeptable ! in your sight,

O Lorn, my strength
and P my redeemer.

1 Corinthians 1;18-25

The message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but o us who are
being saved i is the power of God. "Far it is
written,
"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning
[ will thwart,”

HWhere is the one who iy wise? Where is the
seribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has
not God made foolish the wisdom of the
worldr ®For since, in the wisdom of Gaod, the
world did not know Gad through wisdom,

Gospel

God decided, through the foolishness of
our proclamation, to save those who helieve.
WFar Jews dermand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, ™but we proclaim Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and loolishness 1o
Gentiles, ¥but 1o those who are the called,
bath Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God and the wisdom of Gad. ®For God's
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness 15 steonger than human
strength.

John 2:13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus
went up (o Jerusalem. "In the temple he
tound people selling cattle, sheep, and doves,
and the moncy changers seated at their pa.
bles, PMaking a whip of cords, he drove all
of them out of the 1emple, both the sheep
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins
of the money changers and overturned their
tables. "He told those who were selling the
doves, “Take these things cut of here! Stop
making my Fatler's house a markerplace!”
"His diseiples remembered that it was wric-

ten, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
""The Jews then said to him, “What sign can
you show us for doing this?” "esus answered
thern, "Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raige it up." “The Jews then said, “This
temple has been under construeiion for lop
ty-six years, and will you raise it up in three
days?” “'But he wax speaking of the temple of
his body. ®After he was raised from the dead,
his disciples remembered that ke had said
this: and they helieved the scripture and the
word thaiJesus had spoken,

TORAY'S READINGS March 3, 2024

Volume 55, Number 2

Next Sunduy’s Readings: Numbers 24:4-8; Psaim 107.1-3, 17-22, Ephwaians 2:3-10; John 3;74a21.
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When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

480 (Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways
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Oh, that my God would gran: me grace To  know and do his  willl
My rich-est gafit 1 couni but loss And pour con-tempton ali my pride. Let  sin have no do - min-ion, Lord, But keep my con-science clear

All the vain things thatcharm me most |
Did &'er such love and s0r - row meel, Orlthorns com-posc sorich a crown?

gat-rl - fice them to His blood.
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Mor let my head or  heart or hands Of - fend a-gainst my God,
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Trust and Obey

John H. Sammis

327

Daniel B, Townet
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. en"'\lma walk wih the Lord it the Hght of His Word,
2. Not a shad-ow can  rpise, not a c¢loud In the  skies,
5. Mot a bur-demn we bear, nol 8 GoOr-row we  share,
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e wa do His good

But HWig smile quick -1y drivas It a - way; Nol a dosbt nor a
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A\ _ 221 Notth Sheridan Road
= ~Millcreek PO Box 399

LUTHERAN CHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073

wPhe Chisidkidn dhe B www.millcrecklutheran.com

Church Office Pastor Scott Paradise
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241
secretary(@millcrecklutheran.com Cell: (540) 335-1693

pastorscottparadise@gmail com

Our Mission

Helping God restore and renew our community, our congregation, and our selves,

Sunday March 3,_2624 | | R

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message
welcoming you to Millereek. At that point you ate connected to our church sound system, so just stay on the line.  You may also

watch the service later on You 'l'ube.

Don’t’ forget to turn your clocks
AHEAD
Saturday March 9 before going to bed.

Helping God Restore and Renew our Community

Please see the insert for information on Lenten services. Lists of Lenten services are also available on the table in the
narthex. The next service (March 6 @ 7:00 PM) will be held at St. Paul’s UCC, 13 Church Rd. Newmanstown with Pastor

Matt Grant speaking. Light snacks/refreshments will be served after the service.



HELPING OUR NEIGHBORS DURING LEN'T: The Sharing Cupboard food pantry has been a local food resource since
2008. It was started at the Myerstown Church of the Brethren for people living in the ELCO School District who experience food
insccuriry. Since then, the pantty has seen an increase in the number of familics needing help. Now they serve approximately 100
families monthly.

THE SHARING CUPBOARD asked atea churches if they’d be willing to choose a month during the year to have a food drive.
The Evangelism Committee at Millereek Lutheran decided to take on this challenge and chose the month of March. Coincidentally,
Lent and Easter are in March this year. The Committee will have an area in our church narthex for you to place your donatons.
Plecase pick up a list of foods at the display that the pantry is saying they need. This project will begin March 1 and end
March 31. Isaiah 58:10 “Feed the hungry and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the darkness...”

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY is March 10™. The Girl Scouts will meet at Millereck to sell Girl Scout
Cookies following the worship service.

THE FRIENDS OF SPANG CREST 2024 annual membership drive is presently going on and will continue till March 31. By
donating towards this membership drive Friends of Spang Crest help provide special activities and projects for the Spang Crest
residents. In the last year Millereck has lost two of its longtime faithful givers to this wonderful cause and we need some additional
new faces to step in with any donation cerrainly appreciated. Last year Millereck helped this cause by having 23 contributors and
raising $456 - please consider stepping forward this year if you didn’t already. Please see Margie to contribute.

LEBANON COUNTY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES LENTEN BREAKFAST- PANCAKES, BACON, EGGS, PASTRIES & MORE! $30@TICKET
HELD MARCH 16, 2024, 8 AM DOCRS OPEN AT 7:30 AM SOUTH LEBANON COMMUNITY CHURCH 13 EVERGREEN ROAD, LEBANCN, PA
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE- $3000 PREMIER EVENT SPONSOR, $1000 BREAKFAST SPONSOR, $500 UPLIFT TABLE SPONSOR.

DEADLINE TO ORDER: March 9, 2024

Obtain tickets by ordering online: www.LCCM.us or send payment to LCCM 250 S, 7' Street, Lebanon, PA 17042,

Please write "Lenten Breakfast tickets” in the memo line. Please indicate if you are with a church or group for seating purposes. A free-will offering
will be taken to help LCCM continue its mission.

CAMP KIRCHENWALD: There will be an Open House for Camp Kirchenwald on Sunday, March 17 from 2:00-4:30 PM.
Pamphlets for camp registraton arc in the wall rack in the narthex.



Helpi};g God Restore and Renew our Congregation

CONGREGATION COUNCIL will meet today after the worship service.

TREASURER’S REPORT: February 25, 2024-Current Offerings-$1,715.00, Plate-251.00, Inital-6.00, Flowers-120.00, Bulletins-
40.00, Building Rental-300.00, Coffee-10.00, Chili Dinner-20.00. Total-$2,462.00. Arttendance-63, Sunday School-16

FEBRUARY ELECTRONIC OFFERINGS: Current-$2,040.00, Restore & Renew-100.00 Total-$2,140

THE MARCH PARISH ECHO is available for those of you who prefer hard copies. Tt may be picked up from the rable or the
wall rack in the narthex.

EXTRA PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES may be picked up from the wall rack in the narthex on a first come basis.

READERS FOR PALM SUNDAY arc nceded for March 24™ when we will be reading the Passion. Rehearsal for this will be the
week prior after church (Match 17) if that works for everyone. There are Passion booklets & a signup sheet on the table in the narthex.

MARCH CHURCH BREAKFAST will be on Saturday, March 9, 2024 at 8 AM. at Country Farc Restaurant in Myerstown. We

would love to see you there. Nancy Deiter

EASTER EGG HUNT PRIZES: Millcreck’s annual egg hunt will be held on Match 30. We are requesting prizes to be donated
by the congregation for ages 0-12. Prizes may be put in the Sunday School wing- last room on the tight. Contace Nikki Johnson
with questions - 717-639-1300.

COLLEGE STUDENT TREAT: It was a success
because of “YOQU ALL” no less-guess what we got-
enough for “7” (our fucky number in heaven) $50 Subway
gift cards! Thanks 7 X 7, The Evangelism Comumnitree

CHOIR REHEARSAL: Our rchearsals arc Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. Consider joining us in our music ministry. Contact
Debbie Tice with questions.

2024 FLOWER AND BULLETIN SHEETS are avaiable for folks to sign up for sponsoting. They are on the bullenin board
outside the nursery. Prices are 330 for flowers and $10 for bulletins,



llclpmg God Restore ’md Rem:w Our Selves

SWEET SECOND SUNDAY is today. Baked goods will be available for you to purchase in the
multipurpose room after the worship service. All proceeds are donated to the church. Many thanks to

ﬁ% | E Charmayne for satistfying our sweet tooth.

Dear Millcreek Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for your generous donation of tissues for our Fort Zeller students
and staff. We greatly appreciate your support and partnership! Sincerely, Fort Zeller Elementary.

ADDRESS CHANGE for Paul Zimmerman. His address is now 139 Sweetwater Lane, Newmanstown, PA 17073,

WEATHER ALERT: In case of bad weather, please listen to WLBR 1270AM for a notice of cancellation of church
services. Pastor Scott will send out an email to those on the email address list. You can also tune to Channel 27 WHTM
(Comcast Channel 12) for notices of church service.

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Mrs. Mary Meyer, 16 Newburg Drive, Newmanstown, PA 17073

IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER TO BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST CURRENT.

NON-MEMBER REQUESTS ARE LISTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. TO BE INCLUDED, YOU MAY CONTACT LINDA
EACH WEEK WITH YOUR REQUESTS BY NOON ON THURSDAY. secretary@millerecklutheran.com or 610-589-2570

MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: R. Hart Beaver, Debbie Hartman, Violet Hepler, Abbie Keath, Shad Kreitz,
The Leibig Family, Ronald Merkel, Barbara Potteiger, Nancy Sauter, Norm Sharp, Thomas ‘T'ice, Debra Webber, Stewart
Wolf, Aaron Yiengst, Devon Yiengst, Michael Yiengst, Jr., Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Karl Koch



The Sunday School classes ate making a craft and
organizing gift bags for our members who are unable to
attend chutch. The list of folks is on the table in the
narthex. ‘They are asking members for Easter cards to add
to the craft and palm branch. We are requesting volunteers
to deliver the card and gift bags. A delivery sign-up will be

located next to the gift bags in front of the display %’5
case. Cards can be dropped in the gift bags now through
Pali Sunday.
Thank you, Nikki Johnson S8 Superintendent SATURDAY. MARCH 30
) ?
AT 11 AM

Millcreek Lutheran Church
221 N, Sheridan RD,
Newmanstown, PA 17073

EVENT HELD RAIN OR SHINL!



Sponsored by the Newmanstown/Richland Ministerium

| 15} All services begin at 7:00 PM
Lenten Theme: “Return...”

Ash Wednesday, February 14
Millcreek Lutheran, 221 N. Sheridan Rd., Newmanstown, with Pastor Jay Heberling speaking. Topic: "A Call to Return to the Lord” — Joel 2:12-14

Wednesday, February 21

Church of Christian Outreach, 101 W. Main Street, Newmanstown, with Pastor Mario Madden speaking. Topic: “Return to Prayer’ — Romans 8:26-28

Wednesday, February 28

United Christian Church, 2 Memorial Blvd., Newmanstown, with Pastor Bruce Farrell speaking. Topic: “Return from Betrayal” — Acts 2:22-24

Wednesday, March 6

St. Paul's UCC, 13 Church Road, Newmanstown, with Pastor Matt Grant speaking. Topic: “Return from Denial” — Mark 14:66-71

Wednesday. March 13
Tulpehocken Trinity, 961 Tulpehocken Road, Richland, with Pastor Bill Wink speaking. Topic: “Return to the Kingdom of God" — John 18:36-38a

Wednesday, March 20
Grace UCC, 22 Church Street, Richland with Pastor Jay Heberling speaking. Topic: “Return to the Church” — John 14:6-7

Wednesday, March 27
Elias UCC, 9 N. Sheridan Road, Newmanstown with Pastor Scott Paradise speaking. Topic: “Return to the Table” — John 15:1-4

Good Friday, March 29
Richland Church of the Brethren, 215 S. Race St., Richland, with Pastor Jim Artz speaking. Topic: "Return and See Life" — John 10:10-11

Light refreshments and fellowship will follow each service.
Weather related cancellations to be determined by the home church and will be announced on the Ministerium Facebook page.

Offering taken will go to the Newmanstown/Richland Ministerium Emergency Fund to assist local families in need. Please make checks payable to
Newmanstown/Richland Ministerium.



orth Sheridan Road, Newmanstown 17073
In the M ulupurpose Room

- % iveryone will receive a Papa John’s buy
. on | l-tz‘lrge pizza get one FREE certificate & a 30z
ag of Beef Stick Bites from Stoltzfus Meats!

*
4 pAPA JORNS
BETTER INGREDIENTS.

BETTER PIZZA.

* We stmngly '-:uggestyou schedule an appomtmem to donate

blood. Appointments help us improve your donation experience.
* Walk-Ins are welcome; however, donors with appointments will be
taken ﬁrst and this may result in a significant wait time.

ST o R S P

Who Depends on Blood You Donate

6-10 units of Red Blood Cells
20 units of plasma
10 units of platelets

Liver transplant

Kidney transplant 1-2 units of red blood cells

Heart transplant 2-6 units of red blood cells

2-6 units of red blood cells
2-4 units of plasma
1-10 units of platelets

Adult open-heart surgery

Newborn open-heart surgery | 1-4 units of red blood cells
1-2 units of plasma
1-4 units of platelets

Prostate cancer surgery 2-4 units of red blood cells

Abdominal aortic aneurysm | 4-6 units of red blood cells

Bone marrow transplant 1-2 units of red blood cells every
other day for 2-4 weeks
6-8 units of platelets daily

for 4-6 weeks

Automobile accident 4-40 units of red blood cells

2-6 units of red blood cells
6-8 units of platelets daily
for 2-4 weeks

Leukemia

10-15 units of red blood cells to
treat severe complications

Sickle cell disease

Premature newborn 1-4 units of red blood cells while in

intensive care
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Together in Community
Friends of Spang Crest

2022 runwal Membensbit Drive

The Annual Membership Drive is your chance to join or renew your
membership to the Friends of Spang Crest. This year's membership
drive will run through March 31, 2024.

The Friends of Spang Crest is an auxiliary organization dedicated to
supporting activities and projects benefitting the residents of Spang
Crest, Luthercare’s Senior Living Community in Lebanon, PA. In
2022-2023, the Friends of Spang Crest donated over $26,000 to Spang
Crest for programs, services and purchases including:

Benevolent Care ® Resident Christmas Presents
® QOutdoor Patio Furniture

@ Activity Progrtam Equipment
® QOutdoor Band Concerts ® Fish Tank Maintenance

Your membership dues, combined with generous donations from
congregations, individuals, annual fundraising events and proceeds from
the Spang Crest Gift Shop, will allow the Friends of Spang Crest to
continue its work in 2024. Membership Levels for 2024 are:

Member: $2.00 Sustaining: $10.00
Contributing: $5.00 Patron: $25.00

You may submit your membership contribution directly to your
congregation’s Key Person: Margie Kriss, 103 Hardwood Street, Box 205,
Schaefferstown, PA 17088. Please add “Friends of Spang Crest
Membership” on the memo line of your check

Thank You for Supporting the Friends of Spang Crest

Together We MWake ¢ Difference!

SHARING CUPBOARD
WISH LIST

CEREAL

CRACKERS
COOKIES

TUNA

SPAM

CANNED CHICKEN
PEANUT BUTTER
SPAGHETTI SAUCE
PASTA MEALS
BEEFARONI

BEEF STEW
CHUNKY SOUPS
GRANOLA BARS
INSTANT MASHED POTATOES




