Because I live,
you also will live
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Millcreek Lutheran Church
May 10, 2026
Sixth Sunday of Easter

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and
enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor
and believe that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are
welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received
Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion
either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any
child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or
fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We're glad you're here!

Prayer:. Eternal God, who is ever by our side, encouraging us with your Holy
Spirit: Enable us to give obedient love to our Lord; that we may grow in faith,
strengthened by the help of your Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Serving you this morning:

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Deb Buffington

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman

The Service

Prelude of Entrance
Announcements

Prelude of Preparation



Mother’s Day Litany

All who gather here are sons or daughters.

We praise God for the women who gave us life.

For mothers brave, strong, compassionate, full of wisdom and grace.

We give God thanks and praise.

For mothers vulnerable, worried, frustrated, and hurried,

We pray for peace.

For relationships that are strained and no longer a source of joy,

We pray for healing.

For mothers who have died, that live no longer with us, but whose light shines
on in our hearts and memories.

We pray for those that mourn, and give God thanks for life eternal.
For mothers who grieve, who have lost children born or unborn,

We weep with those with broken hearts.

For those who are struggling to raise children, who are tired and weary.

We pray that we may be their village, offering real help in hard

times.

For those who are preparing emptier nests,

We both celebrate and mourn with your, and hope their wings are as

strong as their roots are deep.

For stepmothers, navigating the pitfalls and joys of creating a new family,

We pray for wisdom and patience.

For Grandmothers who are doing the hard work of raising children again,

We pray for the caregivers have those who care for them.

For those who are waiting and sometimes struggling with the biological process
to bring new life, and for those who are waiting for adoptive process to be
fulfilled,

We wait eagerly with you, and offer you our hand to hold in the trial.
For women who do not have children, but instead teach, lead, care for, and
guide the children of others.

We give God thanks and praise.
For the mothers, sisters, daughters in the midst and around the world. For the
women who, created in the image of God, give not just life, but abundant life.
For women fighting, struggling, and sweating for the sake of others. For women
caring, compassionate, and crying with the heart of Christ. For the caregivers,
teachers, leaders, shepherds, healers. For Moms, in their wide variety and
many forms.

We give God thanks and praise. Amen!

*Opening Hymn: Come, Thou Almighty King LBW #522
*Greetings: LBW p. 57, line 5
*The Kyrie LBW p. 57-58, line 6




Come, Thou Almighty King
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Text: source unknown. ¢. 1757, alt.
Music: [TALIAN HYMN, Telice de Giardini, 17161796

Hymn of Praise, This is the Feast LBW p. 60
Prayer of the Day (read in unison)

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship
as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 2¢The God who made the world and
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, 2’ nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps
fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each
one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some



of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 29 “Since we are
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, 3 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 66:8-20 (read responsively)

8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of | praise be heard.

 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.
10For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
'1'You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
131 will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows—
1 those that I promised with my lips & spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
5T will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;

I will give you oxen and goats.
16 Come and listen, all you who believe, & I will tell you what God has done for me.
171 called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue.
I I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;
Y but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,

nor withheld unfailing love from me.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 4 But even if
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they
fear, and do not be intimidated, * but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.
Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect.
Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse
you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing
evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh
but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation
to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few,
that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 2! And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel: John 14:15-21
The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my
commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 18“I will not leave
you orphaned; I am coming to you. 1°In a little while the world will no
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
21'They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me,
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

The Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove LBW #475
Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove
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Text: Simon Browne. 1680-1732, alt.
Music: WAREHAM, William Knapp, 1698-1768

*The Nicene Creed LBW p. 64
Choir Anthem: Nobody But Jesus



*The Prayers
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.
A brief silence.

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in
relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to
proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young
animals, provide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up
stewards for the environment. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity
among judges and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders,
and peace among leaders of towns and nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter
any who are unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and
console all who are lonely, bereaved, anxious, or ill. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen
cares for her chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and
inspire us to care for one another. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the
example of the faithful departed, who clung to your promises of life,
forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) LBW p.68
*The Preface LBW p.68
*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy LBW p.69
*Words of Institution LBW p.69
*The Lord’s Prayer LBW p.71
Communion of the Faithful

*Communion Blessing LBW p.72
*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord LBW p.72
*Post-Communion Prayer LBW p.74

*Closing Hymn O Zion, Haste LBW #397




O Zion, Haste
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Text: Mary A. Thomson. 18341923
Music: ANGELIC SONGS, James Walch, 1837-1901

*Blessing:

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Moments of Meditation (seated)
*Dismissal LBW p.74
Postlude



The flowers & bulletins are given in honor &
glory of God and in honor of all mothers,
by Rachel Mock.

Our Mission:

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our
community, our congregation, & ourselves.
S Ml‘llCl‘ eek Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Terhune
LUTHERAN CHURCH Cell: 610-751-5472
“The Church on the Hill” Email: frankterhune 61) mail.com

In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm

www.millcreeklutheran.com
Secretary: Jennifer Miller Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant

Sunday, May 10, 2026

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM.
Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.

At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on

the line.  You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community

BLOOD DRIVE: MLC will be hosting the Central PA Blood Bank blood drive on
Thursday, May 14. See flyer for details!

SUMMER TUTORING: We will once again be holding summer tutoring sessions at the
church beginning June 15th through July 17th for ELCO students in grades K through 5. If
you can please share with family, friends and neighbors. There are fliers in the narthex.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation

General Fund- April Offerings

Current offerings: 7,250 Flowers 150
Plate 477.02 Bulletins 50
Lent 1,435 Rebate 120
Sweet Sunday 324

Total: $9,806.02



mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
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FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.

SWEET SUNDAY with Charmayne will be next Sunday, May 17%. Peruse her delicious
treats for sale after service!

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS:

= Sunday May 10- communion service

®  Thursday May 14- Blood Drive

=  Sunday May 17- communion setvice. Sweet Sunday with Charmaynel!
= Sunday May 24- communion service

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: The last day for Sunday school will be Sunday, June
7th. On this day we will work on a Father's day craft. Sunday school will resume in
September with our Rally Day picnic.

Barb Heckendorn is hosting our annual Sunday school pool party again this summer. The
date she has chosen is Saturday, June 27" from 1-3pm. Please sign-up on the sheet in the
narthex with the number of people attending. We will be ordering pizza & having snack
items as well. We look forward to this every year and I hope all of you can join us.

As always, if you need anything, please don't hesitate to reach out to the Sunday school
teachers. ~Nicole Johnson

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Alfred & Barb Beck
153 Deck Road
Womelsdorf, PA 19567

DANCE! Anyone interested in learning a dance or two for special music over the summer,
please see Jamie Keener or call/text 717-376-7027. No dance expetience is necessary! We
will be using tambourine, flags, and sign language with simple steps or movements. I will be
making a video to share with those interested so they can practice at home if they can’t make
all the rehearsals. Both men and women are welcome!

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week:
secretary(@millereeklutheran.com ot call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when onr prayers
have been answered, so this list can be kept current.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:

Violet Hepler Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst Norm Sharp
Gerry Strickler Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, friend of Debbie Hartman

JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother

Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington

Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge
Pastor Frank Terhune

Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres

Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener
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BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, May 14" « 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Millcreek Lutheran Church

221 North Sheridan Road, Newmanstown 17073
In the Multipurpose Room

Everyone will receive a Papa John'’s buy
one Large Pizza get one FREE certificate
& a $5 Rutter’s gift card!

3 ways to schedule your donation appointment:
* go to 717GiveBlood.org & clickon NSO
» call 1-800-771-0059 El iy

« scan the QR Code
REQUIRED to donate

« We kindly suggest you schedule an appointment to donate blood. %

Appointments help us improve your donation experience. IOOd
* Walk-Ins are welcome; however, donors with appointments will be B an
taken first and this may result in a significant wait time.

Aformof ID is

Your Community Biood Bank



Sixth Sunday of Easter &, May 10, 2026

The Perspective of Love

IL has been said that, on our journey of discipleship, each of us
receives new eyeglasses. These glasses have a prescription that fil-
ters out all the cobwebs and distractions, giving us the ability to see
everything through love. If we wonder what a particular scripture
passage means, we read and interpret it through love. If we wonder
how to makc a big decision, we discern it through love. If we wonder
how to respond to a challenging person or situation, we consider
responses through the perspective of love.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments,” Jesus says to
his disciples { john 14:15). Loving Jesus means keeping his command-
ments, and keeping his commandments means loving: loving God,
loving our neighbors as ourselves, and seeing our neighbors and
ourselves in the same way our God of grace and forgiveness sees us,

We are not left on our own to maintain this perspective of love
in all that we see, think, say, and do. Jesus promises that he and the
Holy Spirit will not only be alongside us but will also live in us forever,

sin of the artisl,
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Jesus Promises (e Holy Spiril

"And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counselor to be with you forever." John 14:16 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 14:15-21 (NIV).
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