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Millcreek Luran Church
May 17, 2026
Seventh Sunday of Easter

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and
enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor
and believe that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are
welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received
Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion
either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any
child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or
fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We're glad you’re here!

Prayer: Gracious Father, whose Son was glorified not only in his sacrificial
death, but also through the faithfulness of his followers: Keep us safe from
all temptation; that we, too, may be true to our calling, and give glory to your
Son our Savior, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Serving you this morning:

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Dara Wolfe

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman

The Service

Prelude of Entrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation

*Confession & Forgiveness LBW p. 56
*Opening Hymn: Alleluia, Sing to Jesus LBW #158




Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

1 Al-1le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus;
2 Al-le - lu - ia! Not as or - phans
3 Al-le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en,
4 Al-le - lu - ia! King ¢ - ter - nal,
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
*Greetings:
*The Kyrie
Hymn of Praise, This is the Feast

deemed us by his blood.”

with  you ecv - er- more”?
cross the crys-tal sea.
eu - cha-ris - tic feast.

deemed us by his blood.”

LBW p. 57, line 5
LBW p. 57-58, line 6
LBW p. 60



Prayer of the Day (read in unison)

O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 1 While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of
James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together
with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his
brothers.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (read responsively)

1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered;

let those who hate God flee.

2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the
presence of God.

3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.

4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides
the clouds; I Am is that name, rejoice before God!

5In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;

6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into
freedom; but the rebels shall live in desert places.

70 God, when you went forth before your people,



when you marched through the wilderness,
8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the
presence of God, the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
9You sent a bountiful rain, O God,;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
10Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
34 Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be
glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 4If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit
of God, is resting on you.

56 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares
for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary
the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ?Resist him,
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the
world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 19And after you have
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel: John 17:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter.

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may
glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give
eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent. 41 glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to
do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I
had in your presence before the world existed.



6“T have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your
word. 7"Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed that
you sent me. 91 am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the
world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. ' And
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service @~LBW #423
*The Nicene Creed LBW p. 64
Choir Anthem

*The Prayers
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.
O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy Spirit,
inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture
plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care
for all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political
leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for others
a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort
those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those
experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement,
new employment, and accompany us in our prayers during these times.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the
steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be
confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, receive our prayer.



God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 423
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The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) LBW p.68
*The Preface LBW p.68
*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy LBW p.69
*Words of Institution LBW p.69
*The Lord’s Prayer LBW p.71

Communion of the Faithful



*Communion Blessing LBW p.72

*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord LBW p.72
*Post-Communion Prayer LBW p.74
*Closing Hymn Beautiful Savior LBW #518
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I Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau-ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels n the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU. Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

*Blessing:

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn
of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Moments of Meditation (seated)
*Dismissal
Postlude
The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory

of God and in loving memory of Richard Bergman,
by the family.




Our Mission:

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our
community, our congregation, & ourselves.
-~ Ml‘”Cl‘ eek Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Terhune
LUTHERAN CHURCH Cell: 610-751-5472
“The Church on the Hill” Email: frankterhune thmail.com

In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm

www.millcreeklutheran.com
Secretary: Jennifer Miller Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant

Sunday, May 17, 2026

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM.
Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.

At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on

the line.  You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community

SUMMER TUTORING: We will once again be holding summer tutoring sessions at the
church beginning June 15th through July 17th for ELCO students in grades K through 5. If
you can please share with family, friends and neighbors. There are fliers in the narthex.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS:

®  Sunday May 17- communion service. Sweet Sunday with Charmayne!
®  Sunday May 24- communion service

=  Sunday May 24- communion service

SWEET SUNDAY is today! Peruse Charmayne’s delicious treats for sale after servicel

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: The last day for Sunday school will be Sunday, June
7th. On this day we will work on a Father's day craft. Sunday school will resume in
September with our Rally Day picnic.

Barb Heckendorn is hosting our annual Sunday school pool party again this summer. The
date she has chosen is Saturday, June 27% from 1-3pm. Please sign-up on the sheet in the
narthex with the number of people attending. We will be ordering pizza & having snack
items as well. We look forward to this every year and I hope all of you can join us.

As always, if you need anything, please don't hesitate to reach out to the Sunday school
teachers. ~Nicole Johnson

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Franklin Bergman
Linden Village
100 Tuck St.
Lebanon, PA 17042


mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

DANCE! Anyone interested in learning a dance or two for special music over the summer,
please see Jamie Keener ot call/text 717-376-7027. No dance expetience is necessary! We
will be using tambourine, flags, and sign language with simple steps or movements. I will be
making a video to share with those interested so they can practice at home if they can’t make
all the rehearsals. Both men and women are welcome!

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week:
secretary@millerecklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers
have been answered, so this list can be kept current.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:

Violet Hepler Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst Norm Sharp
Gerry Strickler Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman

JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother

Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington

Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge
Pastor Frank Terhune

Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres

Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener
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Seventh Sunday of Easter b, May 17, 2026

A Focus on Relationship

he prayers of Jesus in today’s reading come at the conclusion of

what is called the “Farewell Discourse” in John’s gospel, which
takes place prior to Jesus’ arrest in the garden. In this discourse Jesus
repeatedly emphasizes themes of relationship, mutual love, and ser-
vice as he teaches, gives final instructions, and prays for the disciples.

In John, more than in the other three gospels, relationship is the
ultimate focus of the life of faith. Jesus’ mission on earth is to bring
people into knowledge of and relationship with God the Father. Jesus
exemplifies perfect relationship with the Father and wants all people
to know this same intimacy with God. He also prays that his disciples
might live in such a loving and mutual relationship with one another.
Moreover, he prays that we might be one, so that our unity reflects the
unity of the Father and the Son.

Our relationship with God is strengthened and refreshed in faith
communities that worship together, attend to each other’s needs, and
serve others and creation in acts of love and compassion. In the Bantu
languages and philosophy of Africa, ubuntu refers to the moral con-
viction that “I am because you are,” or “I am because we are.” Ubuntu
recognizes that our well-being and our futures are bound up in the
well-being and the future of others.

Christianity is a religion of relationship, not of self-efficacy. In an
increasingly individualistic and fragmented world, our faith in Christ
demonstrates a bold witness to the power and beauty of community.
How might Jesus be leading us and the church in this subversive
work? How might mutual love and interdependence be signs of our
faith, forging a path of healing for our broken world?
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Jesus Prays for His Disciples

I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but
for those you have given me, for they are yours.
John 17:9 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on John 17:6-11 (NIV).
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