I am with you
always

MATTHEW 28:20

Millcreek Lutheran Church
May 31, 2026
Holy Trinity

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and
enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor
and believe that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are
welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received
Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion
either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any
child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or
fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We're glad you’re here!

Prayer: Great God, our Father, whose Son has commaissioned us to go into
our world to make disciples of all people: Guide and uphold us by your Spirit;
that, strengthened for our task, we may be enabled to bear fruit in your
kingdom. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Serving you this morning:

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Cheryl Batdorf

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman

The Service

Prelude of Entrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation

*Confession & Forgiveness LBW p. 56
*Opening Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy LBW #165
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1 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!

2 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,

3 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,

4 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the mom - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye made blind by sin thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
cher-u - bim and  ser - a - phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on - ly thou art ho - ly; there is none be - side  thee,
Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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God in three Per - sons, bless -ed Trin - i - y!
which wert and art, and ev - er - more shalt be.
per - fect in pow’r, in love and pu - &1 - y.
God in three Per - sons, bless-ed Trin - i - ty!
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICALA. John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
*Greetings: LBW p. 57, line 5
*The Kyrie LBW p. 57-58, line 6
Hymn of Praise, This is the Feast LBW p. 60

Prayer of the Day (read in unison)

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-
Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and
love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

1When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,”



and there was light. #And God saw that the light was good, and God
separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” 7”So God made the dome and separated
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the
dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 1© God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation:
plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with
the seed in it.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed
in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days
and years, 1> and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light
to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 8to rule over the
day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God
saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there
was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the
cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.
And God saw that it was good.

26Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27S0 God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over



the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the
air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath
of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2On
the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had
done in creation.

42aThese are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 8 (read responsively)

10O Lord our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!—
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths
of infants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe and avenger.
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them,
human beings that you should care for them?
5Yet you have made them little less than divine;
with glory and hon- or you crown them.
6You have made them rule over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet:
7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.
90 Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] 1! Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to
my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints
greet you. 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you..

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus
had directed them. 1" When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day Father Most Holy LBW #169
Father Most Holy
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1 Fa - ther most ho - ly, mer - ci-ful, and ten - der; Je - sus, our
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ad - vo-cate, de - fend - er, light nev-er wan - ing.
joy of those for - sak - en, hope of all liv - ing.
wor - ship thee de - vout - ly, hear thou our  voic - cs.
praisc thee and a - dore thee, now and for - cv - cr.
Text: Latin hymn, 10th cent.; tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.
Music: CHRISTE SANCTORUM, Paris Antiphoner, 1681
Text from The English Hymnal outside the USA © Oxford University Press 1906. All rights reserved.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
*The Nicene Creed LBW p. 64

*The Prayers
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the

needs of the world.
A brief silence.



Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your
church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources,
vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders
to pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal
those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way.
Comfort any experiencing hardship. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community.
Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their
baptismal promises. Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with
you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken) LBW p.68
*The Preface LBW p.68
*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy LBW p.69
*Words of Institution LBW p.69
*The Lord’s Prayer LBW p.71
Communion of the Faithful

*Communion Blessing LBW p.72
*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord LBW p.72
*Post-Communion Prayer LBW p.74
*Blessing:

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you
today and always. Amen.

*Closing Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing LBW #221
Moments of Meditation (seated)
*Dismissal LBW p.74

Postlude



The flowers & bulletins are given in honor &
glory of God, and to wish a happy 215 birthday to
Jordan O’Connor, by Grammy, Conner, & Cole.

Hegopy BGisthofosy

Commemoration

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ.
We understand this body to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness
of men & women across time and space. Throughout its history,
the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique,
exemplary people of faith.

Feast of the Visitation

Painting by Jerénimo Ezquerra, circa 1730s

This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited
her cousin Elizabeth who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth
pronounced Mary "blessed among women," and Mary responded with the
song called the Magnificat.



HOLY COMMUNION

221 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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Our Mission:

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our
community, our congregation, & ourselves.
-~ Ml‘”Cl‘ eek Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Terhune
LUTHERAN CHURCH Cell: 610-751-5472
“The Church on the Hill” Email: frankterhune thmail.com

In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm

www.millcreeklutheran.com
Secretary: Jennifer Miller Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant

Sunday, May 31, 2026

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM.
Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.

At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on

the line.  You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community

SUMMER TUTORING: We will once again be holding summer tutoring sessions at the
church beginning June 15th through July 17th for ELCO students in grades K through 5. If
you can please share with family, friends and neighbors. There are fliers in the narthex.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS:

=  Sunday May 31- communion service

®  Sunday June 7- communion service. Last day of Sunday School.
=  Sunday June 14- 9:30am regular service.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: The last day for Sunday school will be Sunday, June
7th. On this day we will work on a Father's day craft. Sunday school will resume in
September with our Rally Day picnic.

Barb Heckendorn is hosting our annual Sunday school pool party again this summer. The
date she has chosen is Saturday, June 27% from 1-3pm. Please sign-up on the sheet in the
narthex with the number of people attending. We will be ordering pizza & having snack
items as well. We look forward to this every year and I hope all of you can join us.

As always, if you need anything, please don't hesitate to reach out to the Sunday school
teachers. ~Nicole Johnson

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Gerald Strickler
Lebanon Skilled Nursing & Rehab, Room #175
900 Tuck St.
Lebanon, PA 17067


mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

GRADUATION: If you have a student graduating from high school or college and
wish to have their future plans posted in the bulletin, please inform Jen M

SUMMER CAMP registration is open at Camp Kirchenwald! If your children are
interested, please see Jen Rosengrant as we have scholarships available to reduce the
cost.

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week:
secretary@millerecklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers
have been answered, so this list can be fept current.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:

Violet Hepler Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst Norm Sharp
Gerry Strickler Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman

JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother

Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington

Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge
Pastor Frank Terhune

Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres

Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener
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The Holy Trinity &, May 31, 2026

Mission Partners

n Matthew 28:16-20, often referred to as “The Great Commission,”

Jesus officially charges his disciples with tasks of teaching, disci-
pling, and baptizing people of all nations and groupings. An assigned
task or mission is the classic sense of the word commission. But what if
we also considered Jesus’ charge to his disciples a co-mission—a mis-
sion together?

In John’s gospel, Jesus speaks plainly to the disciples about partici-
pating in, continuing, and even expanding upon Jesus’ work. Here in
Matthew’s gospel, the resurrected Jesus declares his cosmic authority,
having triumphed over even death, and then he immediately turns
around to share that authority with the disciples. Their mission is
Jesus’ mission: to build an inclusive community of compassion, mercy,
and healing.

The work of Christ is shared work. We share it with one another,
and we share it with Christ himself. The call to discipleship is always
a community endeavor. In the liturgy for baptism, the gathered
assembly affirms the newly baptized, saying, “We welcome you into
the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving
thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming
word to all the world” (ELW, p. 231).

Not one of us is tasked with saving the world by ourselves. Only
Jesus could and would bear that responsibility, and even he chose to
invite others into the work. It is by grace that we are counted among
Jesus’ disciples. And it is within the community of grace that we con-
tinue to proclaim and manifest God’s kingdom on earth, as it is in
heaven. We look to our community of faith for support, assurance,
assistance, and solidarity as we partner with Christ and one another
to bring God’s good news to the world.

Cover: Vintage trinity sign. Photo by quispB5. Copyright © 2025 Getty Images Plus via Getty Images/Dig jon. Used by p
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Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing ‘
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have Z :
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age." Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV)

Based on Matthew 28:16-20

The Great Commission G?j{‘d
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