Mee&ﬁttﬁemn Church
June 14, 2026
Third Sunday After Pentecost

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and
enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a
visitor, we hope you will consider joining us- knowing that you can expect to
find people who love God and who want to know and love you. Visitors, please
sign our guest book or fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We're glad
you're here!

Prayer: O loving God, whose Son had compassion on the multitudes who
were like sheep without a shepherd: Challenge us with a compassionate
ministry for the oppressed and helpless; that many may find hope and
salvation in Jesus our Lord, through whom we pray. Amen.

Serving you this morning:

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Julie Strickler

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman

The Service

Prelude of Entrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation

*Confession & Forgiveness LBW p. 56
*Opening Hymn: When Morning Gilds the Skies LBW #546




When Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this is my song of songs:
3 To him, my highest and  best, I sing, when love pos - sessed:
4 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’'n is known
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of  prayer
may Je - sus Christ be praised! What - e’er my hands be - gin,
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal ‘Word
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this rings my cur - few call:  may Je - sus Christ  be praised!
has none that can com-pare  with “Je - sus Christ be praised!”
this bless-ing shall break in: may Je - sus Christ be praised!
thee-ter - nal psalm is heard: oh, Je - sus Christ  be praised!
5 Let all of humankind 6 Sing, sun and stars of space,
in this their concord find: sing, all who see his face,
may Jesus Christ be praised! sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!”
Let all the carth around God’s whole creation o’er,
ring joyous with the sound: today and cvermore,
may Jesus Christ be praised! shall Jesus Christ be praised!
Text: German hymn, 19th cent.: tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896
*Greetings: LBW p. 57, line 5
*The Kyrie LBW p. 57-58, line 6
Hymn of Praise, Glory to God LBW p. 58

Prayer of the Day (read in unison)

God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us
to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with
joy, we may freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully
proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Children’s Sermon



First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a

2[The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai,
and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain.3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the
mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the
Israelites: 4‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now, therefore, if you obey my
voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a
priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak
to the Israelites.”

7So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all
these words that the Lord had commanded him. 82 The people all answered
as one, “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 100 (read responsively)

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands!

2Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.

3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.

4 Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.

5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8

1 Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And
not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7"Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person- though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the ninth & tenth chapters.

35 Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them



because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
37Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.”

10:1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his
brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean
and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not take
a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan town, 6 but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good
news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick; raise the
dead; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast out demons. You received
without payment; give without payment. [ Take no gold, or silver, or copper
in your belts, 1°no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff,
for laborers deserve their food. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, find
out who 1n it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12 As you enter the
house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it
is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 4If anyone will not welcome you
or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that
house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.

16“T am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of them, for they will hand you
over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged
before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the
gentiles. 1 When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to
speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you at
that time, 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. 2! Sibling will betray sibling to death and a father his
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death,

22 and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who
endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this town,
flee to the next, for truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through
all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

The Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon

Hymn of the Day Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LBW #381




Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus call - ing, “Who will go and work to - day?

2 Il you can-not speak like an - gels, i  you can-not preach like Paul,

3 If  you can-not be a waltch-man, stand-ing high on  Zi - on’s wall,

4 Let none hear you i - dly say - ing, “There is noth-ing I can do
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Ficlds are white and har - vests wait-ing, who will bear the sheaves a- way?”
you can tell the love of Je-sus; you can say he died for all
point-ing out the path to heav-en, of-f’ring life and peace to all,
while the mul - i - tudes are dy-ing and the mas-ter calls for you.
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Loud and long the mas -ter calls you; rich re-ward he of - fers free.
If you can - not rousc the wick-cd with the judg-ment’s dread a - larms,
with your prayers and with your boun-tics you can do what God dc-mands;
Take the task  he gives you glad-ly; let his work your plea-surc be.
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Who will an - swer, glad -ly say-ing,“Here am 1. Send me, send me”?
you can lead the it - tle chil-dren to the Sav-ior’s wail - ing arms.
you can be like faith-ful Aar-on, hold-ing up the proph-et’s hands.
An - swer quick-ly  when he calls you,“Here am 1. Send me, send me!”

Text: Danicl March, 1816-1909. alt.
Music: GALILEAN. Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

*The Apostles’ Creed LBW p. 65
*The Prayers

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the

needs of the world.
A brief silence.

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people. As we
observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a people who
proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you. Let us
join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind. Bring an
end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by destruction, and
sustain those who advocate for peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.



God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of shame and
doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift anyone
struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries (especially). God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us the
wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our neighbors.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of faith, we give thanks for the saints who earnestly seek you. Guide us
as we seek to follow those who have led your church. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken
prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer LBW p.71

*Blessing:

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath
sustains creation, * bless you now and always. Amen.

*Closing Hymn I Love to Tell the Story LBW #390
1L love to tell the sto - 1y of un - seen things a - bove,
2 I love to tell the sto - ry: how pleas-ant to re - peat
3 L love 1o tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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ol Je - sus and his  glo - ry, ol Je - sus and  his  love.
what scems, cach time 1 ell it more  won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the  rest
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1 love to tell the sto - ry. be - cause T know it's true;
1 love 1o tell the sto - ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of  glo - 1y, 1 sing  the new, new song,
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it sat - is-fics my long-ings as noth - ing clsc would do.
the mes - sage of sal - va - tion from God’s own ho - ly word.
Tl sing  the old, old  sto - ry that T have loved so  long.
Refrain
5.);’ -j 3' T .E T T
T love 1o tell  the sto-ry; T sing this theme in  glo-ry
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and tell  the old, old sto - Ty of Je - sus and his  love.

‘Text: Katherine Hankey. 18341911
Music: ITANKLY, William G. Fischer, 1835-1912



Moments of Meditation (seated)
*Dismissal LBW p.74
Postlude

The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory of God, and in
memory of our dads, Ronnie Merkel and Sterling Batdorf, by Cheryl
and William Batdorf.

Commemoration

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ.
We understand this body to be the communion of saints, a diverse
witness of men & women across time and space. Throughout its
history, the church has sought to lift up Christians who have been
unique, exemplary people of faith.

Today we celebrate, the Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in
this group are known, explored the mystery of the Holy Trinity.
Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern monastic life.

Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in
Constantinople. Gregory of Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on
the spiritual life.

Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379;
Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died ~ 385;
Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died ~389;



Our Mission:

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our
community, our congregation, & ourselves.
-~ Ml‘”Cl‘ eek Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Terhune
LUTHERAN CHURCH Cell: 610-751-5472
“The Church on the Hill” Email: frankterhune thmail.com

In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm

www.millcreeklutheran.com
Secretary: Jennifer Miller Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com
Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant
Sunday, June 14, 2026
You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 9:30 AM. Just
dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek. At
that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on the
line.  You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community

MINISTERIUM TRAIN RIDE: Saturday Aug. 22 (rain date Saturday Aug. 29)

Picnic & train ride on the Allentown & Auburn Railroad located in Kutztown PA. Max
150 people. $12 per adult, $8 kids 4-10, 3 and under free to sit on parents lap.

Includes: hot dogs, burgers, grilled chicken, and drinks. You are welcome to bring a
covered dish to share. There will be cornhole and other games to play. Any money raised
over the cost of expenses will go to the Ministerium.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS:
®  Sunday June 14- 9:30am regular service
=  Sunday June 21- 9:30am regular service
®  Sunday June 28- 9:30am regular service

SUNDAY SCHOOL POOL PARTY:

Barb Heckendorn is hosting our annual Sunday school pool party again this summer. The
date she has chosen is Saturday, June 27% from 1-3pm. Please sign-up on the sheet in the
narthex with the number of people attending. We will be ordering pizza & having snack
items as well. We look forward to this every year and I hope all of you can join us.

SWEET SUNDAY: june 14" will be the last Sweet Sunday before taking a break over the
summer. Sweet Sunday will then return in October.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Norman & Patricia Sharp
8 Central Dr.
Newmanstown, PA 17073


mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week:
secretary(@millereeklutheran.com ot call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when onr prayers
have been answered, so this list can be kept current.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:

Violet Hepler Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst Norm Sharp
Gerry Strickler Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman

JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother

Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington

Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge
Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres

Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener

Rev. Althea Seidel


mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

Sunday, June 14, 2026 b, Third Sunday after Pentecost

Compassion as Proclamation

When Jesus instructed his followers to “ask the Lord of the har-
vest to send out laborers” (Matthew 9:38), his disciples might
not have expected that the sending would happen so quickly, or that
they would be the ones sent. The job of harvest laborers might seem
straightforward enough: Recognize the gifts, the fruit, and use them
to advance the good news of God’s work. But what prompts Jesus to
tell the disciples to ask God for laborers is that he sees people who
are “harassed and helpless” (v. 36) and is moved to compassion. That
movement prompts us to consider that compassion is not merely a
feeling that is held, but an energy that reaches out through us to
others.

Congregational mission statements and our Sunday liturgy com-
monly reinforce that the faithful are sent into the world proclaiming
the good news of God in Christ. The scriptures stress the importance
of connecting oral proclamation with meaningful action, lest proc-
lamation become merely lip service. While proclaiming the gospel
might seem broad and difficult to narrow down into our many daily
interactions and tasks, the guiding principle of compassion provides
a touchpoint.

The disciples’ message that God’s kingdom has come near is
accompanied by actions meant to alleviate suffering. When we gather
as a people of faith, we receive God’s compassion in Christ that
extends through the Lord’s supper and unites us in fellowship. In our
prayers we are attentive to personal, local, and broad requests, asking
God to receive and keep them in God’s care. These acts of worship
can prepare us to extend the compassion given to us into our per-
sonal conversations and interactions with others. When we ask how
we can be led by compassion, we are asking how we can proclaim the
good news of God in Christ.

Caver: Open door, Photo by mindT 11, Copyright © 2025 Getty Images Phus via Gelty ImagesE+ Collection. Used by permission.
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Pentecost
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Gentleness
Kindness
Fifty

Holy Spirit
Patience
Jesus

Faithfulness
Goodness
Preach
Water

Gift

Self Control
Pentecost
Tongues

Teach
Joy

Helps
Fire

Power
Peace




