
 

Millcreek Lutheran Church 

July 5, 2026 

Sixth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and 

enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor 

and believe that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received 

Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion 

either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any 

child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or 

fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We’re glad you’re here! 
 

Prayer: Holy Father, whose Son has seen the burden of sin which we carry, 

and has offered his grace to lighten our load: Receive us with our heavy 

burdens, and give us rest, that we may learn from our Lord the joy of 

salvation. In our Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune 

Lay Leader,  Jennifer Rosengrant 

Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice 

Lay Reader,  Dara Wolfe 

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman 
 

 

 



The Service 

Prelude of Entrance 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude of Preparation with Julie Strickler 
 

Independence Day Litany 
 

We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen! 
 

On July 4, 1776, our forefathers bravely advanced the cause of freedom and 

liberty by declaring this nation’s independence and sovereignty and that all 

her citizens possessed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit 

of happiness given by our Creator.  It is appropriate therefore as we celebrate 

our nation’s 250th birthday that we give thanks to that Creator for our 

liberties and pray for continued blessings upon our country, our government, 

and our fellow citizens. 
 

The earth is the Lord’s.  And all who dwell in it. 
 

God is king over the nations: God sits on the holy throne. 
 

God rules with might forever. God’s eyes keep watch on the nations. 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. For God judges the peoples 

with equity and guides the nations upon earth. 
 

O Lord, be gracious to us and bless us. And make your face to shine 

upon us. 
 

May your ways be known upon the earth. Your saving power among all 

peoples. 
 

*Opening Hymn: Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory LBW #332 



 

As we remember the birth of our nation, and the gifts of life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness, let us offer our thanks and prayers to God, the giver of 

all good gifts. 
 

For the women and men who braved the long journey by sea to come to this 

new world. We thank you Lord. 
 

For the tribes and nations who inhabited this land for generation upon 

generation. We thank you Lord. 
 

For patriots who dreamed of, and fought for, a free nation. We thank you 

Lord. 
 

For the men and women who laid the foundation of our democracy, and who 

pledged liberty and justice for all. We thank you Lord. 
 

For those who built this country brick by brick, road by road, and town by 

town. We thank you Lord. 



 

For the brave soldiers who have fought for our country, for all who paid for 

our freedom by their service, and those who paid by their sacrifice. We 

thank you Lord. 
 

For the innovators and artists, poets and teachers, farmers and factory 

workers; for all who labor and provide for the common good. We thank you 

Lord. 
 

For this land, with its peaks and valleys, coasts and deserts, fields and 

meadows. We thank you Lord. 
 

For our own community, for those who came before us in this place, and for 

our neighbors near and far. We thank you Lord. 
 

Lord, we pray for the United States, that we might always be a nation 

which defends and promotes liberty and freedom, truth and justice.  

We pray to you, O Lord. 
 

That we might always be a nation where all are free to worship and pray. 

We pray to you, O Lord. 
 

That we might be a beacon of freedom to all those who live under the 

shadow of terror and hopelessness. We pray to you, O Lord. 
 

That we would be a people who repent from our sins, and who always 

return to you and to your grace. We pray to you, O Lord. 
 

Gracious God, Father of all nations, bless and defend us and our land; 

prosper the work of our hands, and increase in us your grace and 

compassion, and our offerings of thanks to you, our rock and our salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Greetings:            LBW p. 57, line 5 
 

Prayer of the Day (read in unison) 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us 

for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant 

that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, 

your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding 

on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut off he chariot from 

Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 

off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from 

sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you also, 

because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 

from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 



Psalm 145:8-14 (read responsively) 
 

 8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 Lord, you are good to all, 

 and your compassion is over all your works.  
10 All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 

 and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 

 and speak of your power, 
12 that all people may know of your power 

 and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures  

     throughout all ages. 

 You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your  

     works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall 

 and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 
 

15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 

the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law 

is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within 

me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. 

For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do 

not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20 Now if I do 

what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
21 So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close 

at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23 but I see in my 

members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to 

the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who 

will rescue me from this body of death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord! 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this 

generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one 

another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, 

and you did not mourn.’ 
18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 

demon’; 19 the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a 

glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 

is vindicated by her deeds.” 
20 Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power 

had been done because they did not repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 



you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But 

I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 

Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? 

No, you will be brought down to Hades.  “For if the deeds of power done in 

you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I 

tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of 

Sodom than for you.” 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious 

will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 

Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 

I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

The Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day  Softly and Tenderly        NCH (red) #461 



 

 
*The Nicene Creed      LBW p. 64 
 



*The Prayers 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 

God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and 

movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that 

we may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home 

through war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to 

lovingly tend. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks 

its declaration of independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for 

future generations. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who 

have become isolated or ill, or who are in any need. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish 

to do. Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your 

liberation. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across 

communities of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to 

eternal rest, we thank you for the gifts of life together. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast 

all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)    LBW p.68 
 

*The Preface       LBW p.68 
 

*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy    LBW p.69 
 

*Words of Institution     LBW p.69 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer      LBW p.71 
 

Communion of the Faithful 
 

*Communion Blessing     LBW p.72 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord  LBW p.72 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer     LBW p.74 
 

*Blessing: 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. Amen. 
 



*Closing Hymn  God the Omnipotent!      LBW #462 

 
 

 

 

Moments of Meditation (seated) 
 

*Dismissal       LBW p.74 
 

Postlude 

 

 

 

The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory 

of God, and to wish Tammy a happy 61st birthday!  

A.M.L.U.E.  Kent 

 
 

 

 



Our Mission:   
Motivating Lives Through Christ and our 

community, our congregation, & ourselves. 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Frank Terhune 
Cell: 610-751-5472 

Email: frankterhune@gmail.com 
In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm 

www.millcreeklutheran.com 
Secretary: Jennifer Miller  Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com  

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant  

Sunday, July 5, 2026 

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at  AM.   
Just dial 717-628-0125.  You will  hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.  
At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on 
the line.     You may also watch the service later on You Tube.  
 

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community 
 

A SPECIAL OFFERING: We will be collecting our quarterly donation for the Lower 
Susquehanna Synod on Sundays July 5th & July 12th.   
 

EVANGELISM IN-GATHERING "STICKY NOTE" PROJECT:  
 

Devastating losses can occur in the blink of an eye! During the January 2025 California 
wildfires your PERSONAL CARE KITS helped many of those people affected. Lutheran 
World Relief was asked specifically for those kits which filled a critical need!  Doesn't that 
make you feel good? Let's do what we can-  like last year, grab a sticky note or two, purchase 
the item(s) listed and bring to church during July & Aug.! We thank you for your support! 
 

PERSONAL CARE KIT “STICKY NOTE” ITEMS          
1. One lightweight bath towel (dark color recommended) 

 approx. 20” x 40” to 52” x 27”.     **see note** 
2. Three bath size bars of soap, any brand (4 to 5 oz.), in original wrapping 
3. One adult size toothbrush (packaged) ***see note*** 
4. One sturdy comb (LARGE TEETH), -remove packaging-- NO fine tooth combs. 
5. One “ADULT  SIZE” (No infant size) metal nail clippers, with or without file, -

remove packaging 
***If using multi-pack toothbrushes, you may seal one in a business size envelope***. 
*** You can provide the towel if you’d like. Wrap items in the towel and tie securely with 
ribbon or yarn. If not, the church will be purchasing towels to complete the kits***. 
Otherwise grab a sticky note and “LET’S GO”!!   Bins will be located in the narthex. 
 

IT’S LEBANON AREA FAIR TIME!- The fair runs July 25th - August 1st. Great food, 
entertainment and much more!  If you are in need of information or BBQ tickets, please 
contact Deb Tice, Morgan Hoffman, or Frank Hoffman. There are brochures and coloring 
sheets available in the narthex.  Coloring entries are due by July 3rd.  
 

MINISTERIUM TRAIN RIDE: Saturday Aug. 22 (rain date Saturday Aug. 29) 
Picnic & train ride on the Allentown & Auburn Railroad located in Kutztown PA. Train 
leaves the station at 10:30am.    Max 150 people. $12 per adult, $8 kids 4-10, 3 and under 
free to sit on parents’ lap.   
 

mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


Includes: hot dogs, burgers, grilled chicken, and drinks.  You are welcome to bring a 
covered dish to share.  Enjoy cornhole & other games. Any money raised over the cost of 
expenses will go to the Ministerium.   Pay cash for tickets the day of, at the train station 
Call Tulpehocken Trinity (717) 866-5190 to add your name to the reservation list.  
 

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation 
 

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS: 
**July & August services will be held in the multi-purpose room** 

• Sunday July 12- 9:30am regular service 

• Sunday July 19- 9:30am regular service 

• Sunday July 26- 9:30am regular service 
 

SUMMER MUSIC:  
July 12- open    August 16- open 
July 19- Keith Frantz   August 23 - Brian Klinger 
July 26- John Moyer   August 30 – Brothers in Grace 
August 2 - Barry Wenrich   September 6- open 
August 9 - Jamie Keener dance    

 

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin 
board in the narthex.  Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.  
 

YEARBOOKS: The MLC 2025-2026 Yearbook is available for pick up in the Narthex! 
 

 

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves 
 

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:  

   Stewart Wolf 
   Celebration Villa of Lebanon   Rm. 141 
   860 Norman Drive 
   Lebanon, PA 17042 
PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week: 
secretary@millcreeklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers 
have been answered, so this list can be kept current. 
 

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:  
Violet Hepler  Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz 
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst  Norm Sharp 
Gerry Strickler  Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst  Greer Zellers  
Julie Strickler  
 

NON-MEMBERS:  
Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman 
JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother 
Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan 
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler 
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington 
Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge 
Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres 
Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener 
Rev. Althea Seidel 
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