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July 26, 2026
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and
enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a
visitor, we hope you will consider joining us- knowing that you can expect to
find people who love God and who want to know and love you. Visitors, please
sign our guest book or fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We're glad
you're here!

Prayer: O God our Father: You have put within our reach the blessings of
your Kingdom, more valuable than our minds can comprehend! Give us the
wisdom to keep all our possessions and desires subordinate to your Kingdom;
that we may receive the blessings inherent in your Kingdom. In our Savior’s
name we pray. Amen.

Serving you this morning:

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Jamie Keener

Lay Reader, Mary Ream

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman

The Service

Prelude of Entrance
Announcements

Prelude of Preparation, I Believe
By special guest musician, John Moyer

*Confession & Forgiveness LBW p. 56
*Opening Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory LBW #415




God of Grace and God of Glory
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of  this hour.
for the liv-ing ol these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we  a - dore, scrv -ing you whom we  a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RIIONDDA. John Hughes, 1873-1932

*Greetings: LBW p. 57, line 5
*The Kyrie LBW p. 57-58, line 6
Hymn of Praise, Glory to God LBW p. 58

Prayer of the Day (read in unison)

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of
your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By
your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that
comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said,
“Ask what I should give you.” ¢ And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and



you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son
to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your
servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I
do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of
the people whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. ® Give your servant, therefore, an understanding
mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who
can govern this great people of yours?”

0]t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 1! God said to him,
“Because you have asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word.
Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before
you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 119:129-136 (read responsively)

129 Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
131 open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
13¢ Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39

26'The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words.
27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is
against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all



of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 3¢ Who is to
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 3> Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine
or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, “For your sake we are
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved
us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 3°nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”

44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man
found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he
had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; 4 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat
down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at
the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous %0 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”

The Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon

Hymn of the Day: To What Can the Kingdom of God be Compared




To What Can the Kingdom of God be Compared?
TO GOD BE THE GLORY 11.11.11.11 with refrain (“To God be the Glory”)
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Biblical Reference: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Tune: William Howard Doane, 1875 ("To God Be the Glory")

Text: Copyright © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com

*The Apostles’ Creed LBW p. 65

Special Music, Sacred Choruses Medley
By special guest musician, John Moyer



*The Prayers

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the

church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees,
those preparing for seminary, those awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and
all who seek to lead your disciples in any way.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your
presence among us. Protect and support diverse ecosystems, from national
parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places.

God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’
stories with compassion and curiosity, and remind us of your love from
which we can never be separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and
recognition of all who live with chronic illness, mobility struggles, pain, and
uncertainty. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that
distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts, or divides us.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing
gift of creation, and for the riches of faith and hope which came before, we
give you thanks. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast
all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer LBW p.71

*Blessing:
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today
and always. Amen.

*Closing Hymn Be Thou My Vision

Moments of Meditation (seated)
*Dismissal LBW p.74
Postlude



Be Thou My Vision
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Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 18601935, alt.
Music: SL.ANE, Irish tune
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The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory of God, and in
honor of the anniversaries of David & AnnMarie Engle
and Joseph & Ashley Tice



Our Mission:

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our
community, our congregation, & ourselves.
o Ml‘llCl‘ eek Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Terhune
LUTHERAN CHURCH Cell: 610-751-5472
“The Churchon the Hill” Email: frankterhune a)gmail.com

In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm

www.millcreeklutheran.com

Secretary: Jennifer Miller Email: secretary(@millcreeklutheran.com
Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant
Sunday, July 26, 2026
You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at AM.
Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.
At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on
the line.  You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community

EVANGELISM IN-GATHERING "STICKY NOTE" PROJECT:

Devastating losses can occur in the blink of an eye! During the January 2025 California
wildfires your PERSONAL CARE KITS helped many of those people affected. Lutheran
World Relief was asked specifically for those kits which filled a critical need! Doesn't that
make you feel good? Let's do what we can- like last year, grab a sticky note or two, purchase
the item(s) listed and bring to church during July & Aug.! We thank you for your support!

PERSONAL CARE KIT “STICKY NOTE” ITEMS

1. One lightweight bath towel (dark color recommended)
approx. 207 x 40” to 52”7 x 27”7, **see note**
Three bath size bars of soap, any brand (4 to 5 0z.), in original wrapping
One adult size toothbrush (packaged) ***see note***
One sturdy comb (LARGE TEETH), -remove packaging-- NO fine tooth combs.
One “ADULT SIZE” (No infant size) metal nail clippers, with or without file, -
remove packaging
*#F]f using multi-pack toothbrushes, you may seal one in a business size envelope***,
** You can provide the towel if you’d like. Wrap items in the towel and tie_securely with
ribbon or yarn. If not, the church will be purchasing towels to complete the kits***.
Otherwise grab a sticky note and “LET’S GO”!l' Bins will be located in the narthex.

LEBANON AREA FAIR started yesterday and runs thru next Saturday.
Just a reminder that it is FREE every day to get in before 3 pm, and there is entertainment
every night in both the pavilion and the main stage. Grab a friend and come out and enjoy!

SOCCER SHOTS: Summer camp will be held at MLL.C outside (or multi-purpose room in
case of rain) on August 4, 5, & 6. Soccer Shots is the most trusted & engaging children’s
soccer program for ages 18 months to 8 years.* Learn age-appropriate soccer skills,

AN

character-building, and have FUN! Register at: www.soccershots.com.

MINISTERIUM TRAIN RIDE: Saturday Aug. 22 (rain date Saturday Aug. 29)

Picnic & train ride on the Allentown & Auburn Railroad located in Kutztown PA. Train
leaves the station at 10:30am. Max 150 people. $12 per adult, $8 kids 4-10, 3 and under
free to sit on parents’ lap.



mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com

Includes: hot dogs, burgers, grilled chicken, and drinks. You are welcome to bring a
covered dish to share. Enjoy cornhole & other games. Any money raised over the cost of
expenses will go to the Ministerium. Pay cash for tickets the day of] at the train station
Call Tulpehocken Trinity (717) 866-5190 to add your name to the reservation list.

CAN TAB COLLECTION: There is now container on the shelf by the men's bathroom
for can tab collection, for donation to a local school.

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS:
**FTuly & August services will be held in the multi-purpose room**

e Sunday July 26- 9:30am regular service
e  Sunday August 2- 9:30am communion service

e  Sunday August 9- 9:30am regular service
SUMMER MUSIC:

July 26- John Moyer is a lifelong "Lebanonian", retired from Fort Indiantown Gap, both
full time Federal Civil Service and part time PA Army National Guard. He is a volunteer
driver at the VA Medical Center, volunteer with Compeer & Compeer Corp, and
previously volunteered with Coleman's Park's “Music in the Park”. Born and raised

in the Church of God, John is currently attending Zion-Goshert UCC. John sings at many
churches, community programs and Barnstormer and Senator baseball games.

August 2 — open August 23 - Brian Klinger
August 9 - Jamie Keener dance August 30 — Brothers in Grace
August 16- open September 6- open

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin
board in the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.

ENVELOPE #54? Do you have offering envelope #54? If so, please reach out to David
Engle at email: dengle@yahoo.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL has created a new email address: millcrecklutheranss@gmail.com.
We will be using this email to communicate important information throughout the 26/°27
Sunday school year. Please use this email if you need to reach any of the Sunday school
teachers. Thank you!

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Franklin Bergman
Linden Village
100 Tuck St.
Lebanon, PA 17042

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week:
secretary@millcrecklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers
have been answered, so this list can be kept current.
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MILLCREEK MEMBERS:

Violet Hepler Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Dale Bentz
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst Norm Sharp
Gerry Strickler Stewart Wolf Aaron Yiengst Greer Zellers
Julie Strickler

NON-MEMBERS:

Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman
JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother

Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington

Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge
Ann Shallcross, sister of Stephanie Gahres

Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener
Rev. Althea Seidel

Candy Hibshman, friend of Rachel Mock

MIDDLE CREEK WILDLIFE ART SHOW will be held at the Middle Creck WMA
Visitor Center. Admission is free.

July 31 from 12-5pm

Aug. 15t from 9am-5pm

August 224 from 10am-4pm

¥ IMIDDLE CREEK

WILDLIFE
ART SHOW

Friday, July 31|12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, August 1| 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. @
Sunday, August 2 | 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

g MLC member Roy Hoglund will
be among the exhibitors.

Featured Artist: Jennifer Lynn Becker

@ 100 Museum Rd, Stevens, PA, 17578




Millcreek Community Group Presents the 2026

Music in Memorial park

Newmanstown, PA

b The Karen Krater
" Memorial Qeagon

Sunday Shows in August
Food & Drinks on Sale at 5pm | Shows begin at 6pm

Aug 2" Barry Wenrich

ina!
Homegrown crooner returns from South carolina:

& Aug 9™ RustiC Rewind Bring

A variety of music types 10 delight! Lawn

Chairs!

Aug 16" Richland Express

A local band playing all types of music!

Aug 23" The Youngers

No Chay, ge!

Original Roots Rock / Americana A free
t
* o A at ifoﬁtze tak@i':ng
Aug 30" Jeff Krick Jr. "Mission,

A must see Elvis impersonator!
g )

In Case Of Rai
To be held at Livi e
pe 2296?1}\\22&?32;5 ((J::urckh (Formerly Millcreek Community Center)
3 . Check out our Facebook page for d |
' tails.
Be sure to get a list of our sponsors & visitgthem‘. e



Sunday, July 26, 2026 b, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

It’s the Small Things

hildren like to collect things: rocks, sticks, and more. Adults tend

to pretend-love the items that are brought to them: “Oh, how beau-
tiful!” “Oh, that's a good one.” Children, encouraged, continuc their
collections, finding the smallest of things and displaying them like they
are the most valuable items in the world.

Jesus’ parables in today’s gospel reading teach the disciples about
things that are so small they are often overlooked: a mustard seed, a
little bit of yeast, a tiny pearl, and even a net that is quite small until
it is filled with fish. These little things in his parables are treasures
important for understanding the reign of God.

Adults tend to overlook the small things while seeking larger
things, heavier things, shinier things. We walk right past the tiny flower
in the crack of a sidewalk, which once would have caught our eye. One
pearl? A full necklace is better. A shrub that provides creatures a home?
It’s now in an inconvenient place,

But Jesus teaches that in God’s reign all things, large and small,
matter. All people matter. It is a wise disciple who recognizes this. Even
King Solomon, with all his wealth, prayed for wisdom. Wisdom helps
us see more clearly and begin to understand the depth of God’s grace.

And that grace Jesus displayed immediately. “Have you understood
all this?” he asked. The disciples answered simply, “Yes” (Matthew
13:51). What a bold answer! They were too worried to admit they did
not understand. A little yeast, though, goes a long way. Jesus knew this.
Each parable would build on another until the disciples understood
the entire collection.

For us today, understanding God’s grace takes study, prayers for
wisdom, and walking the path while looking for the small things that
matter. The reign of God is like a rose among a bramble bush? A
child’s picture of their home? However you visualize it, it is a treasure
to cherish and to share.
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Mustard Seeds and Yeast

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them
without using a parable. Matthew 13:34 (NIV)

The puzzle is based on Matthew 13:31-33

1. Find the hidden words. The words have been placed horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.
When you locate a word, draw a circle around it.

DOUHTCSBMDPTTVP
NNRQZKSUBGDQWZT
YRNWGHEZPOUNDS SDO
EOHEAVENUSRCETH
AWJXKIDSMALLEST
SVJDL WOMAN
TMNOA uQTMM
KWAUR GROWS
I GB GG RYHIJ
NTZHE B I RDS
GLKWSMUSTARDYRD
DWLOTHWFLOURPGN
OPBS I XTYHSDIJTSB
MJNHKSMFYXDI NNUJ
DDGYHXJBPARABLE
MUSTARD KINGDOM GROWS FLOUR LARGEST
SMALLEST HEAVEN WOMAN PARABLE SIXTY
POUNDS YEAST DOUGH BIRDS SEED

Copyright © Sermons4Kids, Inc. « All Rights Reserved « www.sermons4kids com




