Michael and All Angels b, September 29, 2024

Heavenly Hosts

When angels show up in the Bible, there is a good chance they
have arrived to stir things up. They are a sign that a surprise is
in store and that God is nearby. In scripture, angels are messengers
ol God. They protect us, guide us, minister to us, and point us toward
God’s power and might.

The angels we meet in today’s reading from Revelation are not
porcelain cherubs to put on a shelf. They are mighty, battle-hardened
warriors. It is hard not to be swept up in John's mystical vision of
this great battle in heaven. It is like a good fantasy novel: an army of
angels, led by Michael, faces off against a great red fiery dragon with
seven heads and ten horns.

This struggle is not confined to an ancient past or a distant
future. It occurs whenever and wherever the faithful face down the
powers of injustice, sin, and the forces that defy God. The seventy sent
out by Jesus had done just that. Where do we see this confrontation
play out in our world today? Flow might we equip oursclves to join in
the cause?

‘The ultimate victory over evil is won not by a human army but by
a celestial one. The dragon knows its tirne is short because love always
wins. We do not have to save the world by our own power because
God and all the company of heaven do it for us. Through the death
and resurrection of Jesus, God has already won. As Jesus tells his tirst
[ollowers, “Your names are written in heaven.”

Michael and All Angels is sometimes described as a festival of
strong will and courage. Positioned just a few days after the [all
cquinox as the days become shorter and colder, it's a reminder that
we do not have to face the enemy alone. Michael and his angels in
Revelation demonstrate that Christ’s love and protection accompany
us every step of the way.

Cuover: Sainl Miclael & tha Arefangels by Jobn August Swanson, Copyright © 2022 John August Swanson/Eyekons. Used by parmission,

Headings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyilght & 1983 by the Division of Christian Fducation of e National
Ciaurzil oof tha Churchez of Chiisl in the Unitad Statex, Revizad Commen Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Commaon Texts (CCT), admin,
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Pleasa vialt our walsite al www.augabiirgloriress oy, Traeh 1
Copyright 2 2024 Augsburg Fartrasz, All rights reserved. May not be repraduced. Printed In U.S.A. 20200828-MIGH ELCA-L




Miilereek Lutheran Church
19th Sunday after Pentecost
September 29, 2024

A warm welcome 1o our church! We appreciate your
presence here today and enjoy the new and the familiar faces
as we gather together. If you are a visitor and believe that
Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are
welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children
who have received Communion instruction and have been
approved to receive Holy Communion either here or at
another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any
child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign
our guest book, fill out a visitor’s card and introduce yourself
to Pastor Terbune as you leave. We're glad you're here!

Prayer: Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory,
and before you angels and saints stand in awe, Enlarge our
vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your
grace make us heralds of vour Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

The Service

Prelude of Intrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation
*Confession and Forgiveness, Page 50
*Opening Hymn: No. 530 LBW (green), Jesus Shall Reign
*Greetings: Page 57, line 5
*Hymn of Praise: Feast of Victory, Page 60
*Prayer of the Day: On the lesson insert (read in unison)
Senior Choir and Children’s Choir Anthem:

All Night, All Day, Angels Watching Qver Me

The First Reading

The Psalmody: On the lesson insert (read responsively)

The Second Reading
*The Alleluia Verse: Page 62, line 14
*The Gospel
*Responses: Page 63, lines 15 & 16
The Sermon
Hymn of the Day: No. 175 LBW (green),
Ye Waitchers and Ye Holy Ones
*Nicene Creed: Page 64
*The Prayer; Page 76
*The Greeting of Peace: Page 66, line 23
*The Great Thanksgiving: Pages 68-71, lines 28, 29 & 31
*The Lord’s Prayer Page 76
Holy Communion (Continuous)
*Poast Communion Prayer: Page 74, line 40
*Benediction
*Dismissal: Page 74, lines 42 & 43
*Departing Hymn: No. 144 NCH (red), Blessed Assurance
Moments of Meditation: Congregation seated
Postiude
*Please stand

Serving You This Morning:

Pastor, Rev, Franklin Terhune
Lay Leader, Susan Long
Organist/Pianist,  Debra Tice

Lay Reader, Cheryl Batdorf

Ushers, Audio, Frank Hoftman and Scott Johnson

The altar flowers are given to the honor and glory of God
and in memory of Eileen and Diane Sites by a friend.

The bulleting are given to the honor and glory of God and
in memory of my friends Eileen and Diane Sites.

Thank you to the Keener children for designing the sign
welcoming Rev. Terhune to Millereek this morning,



Michael and All Angels
September 29, 2024

Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of angels and
mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the
cosmic forces of evil, so by your direction they may help and defend us here
on earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise with angels and

archangels and all the company of heaven, now and forever. Amen,

Daniet 10:10-14; 12:1-3

A hand touched me and roused me
to my hands and knees. "He said w
me, “Daniel, greatly beloved, pay at-
rention to the words that I am going
to speak to you. Stand on your feet,
for T have now been sent to you.”
So while he was speaking this word
to me, I stood up trembling. "*He
said to me, “Do now fear, Daniel, for
from the first day that you set your
mind to gain understanding and to
humble yourself before your God,
your words have been heard, and |
have come because of your words.
BBut the prince of the kingdom of
Persia opposed me twenty-cne days.
So Michael, one of the chief princ-
es, came to help me, and 1 lett him
there with the prince of the king-
dom of Persia, "and have come to

help you understand what is to hap-
pen to your people at the end of
days. For there is a further vision for
those days.”

*1%Ar that time Michael, the great
prince, the protector of your people,
shall arise, There shall be a time of
anguish, such as has never occurred
singe nations first came into exis-
tence, But at that time your people
shall be delivered, everyone who is
found written in the book. *Many of
those who sleep in the dust of the
varth shall awake, some 1o cverlast-
ing life, and some to shame and ev-
erlasting contempe. *"Those who are
wise shall shine like the brightness
of the sky, and those who lead many
Lo righteousness, like the stars for-
ever and ever”

Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22; tone 4
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Bless the Lorp, ' O my soul,
and all chat is within me,
bless God’s  holy name.

*Bless the Lorn, ! O my soul,
and forget not
l'all God’s benefitg-—

*who forgives ! all your sins
and heals all ! your diseases;

conitinued

rFsaim, continued

‘who redeems your life
I from the grave
and crowns you with
steadfast | love and mercy;
"who satisfies your desires
Pwith good things
50 that your youth is rencwed
Hike an cagle’s.
“Bless the Lonrp, you angels,
you mighty ones

who ! do God’s bidding,
who obey
the voice ! of God’s word.
B less the LLowrn,
all you ! hosts of God,
you servants who ! do God’s will.
IR%less the L.orn,
all you works of God, in all places
' where God rules;
bless the Lok, | O my soul.

Revelation 12:7-12

War broke out in heaven; Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon.
The dragon and his angels fought
back, *but they were defeated, and
there was no lenger any place for them
in heaven. *The great dragon was
thrown down, that ancient serpent,
wha is called the Devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world—he was
thrown down to the earth, and his an-
gels were thrown down with him,
"Then I heard a loud voice in heav-
en, proclaiming,
*Now have come the salvation and
the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authortity of his Messiah,

for the accuser of our comrades
has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night
before our God.
"But they have conguered him by
the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their
testimeny,
for they did not cling o life even ir
the face of death.
"Rejoice then, you heavens
and those who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
for the devil has come down
£0y you
with great wrath,
because he knows that his time
s shoed”

4

Luke 10:17-20

The seventy returned with joy, saying,
“Liord, in your name even the demeons
submit to us!” ®He said to them, I
watched Satan fall from heaven like a
flash of lightning, "See, | have given
you authority to tread on snakes and

scorpions, and over all the power of
the enemy; and nothing will hurt you,
Nevertheless, do not rejolce at this
that the spirits submit o you, but re-

joice that your names are written in

heaven.”

TODAY'S READINGS September 28, 2024 {Michas! and Alt Angels)

Volume 55, Number «

HMaxt Sunday's Readinga: Genesis 2018-24; Pewim 8] Habrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-18.
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The Feust of Victory
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PRASLE, ADORATION

530 Jesus Shall Rexgn
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LESEER FESTIVALS

175 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Oﬁes
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144 Blessed Assurance

Fanny ). Crosby Phoebe P. Knapp
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A\ 8 221 North Sheridan Road
=~ Millcreek PO Box 399

LUTHERAN CIFHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073
“The Churchon the Hill” www.millereeklutheran.com
Church Office Pastor Scorr Paradise
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241
secretary@millcreeklutheran.com Cell: (540) 335-1693

pastorscottparadise(@gmail.com

OQOur Mission

Helping God festore and renew our community, our congregation, and our sclves.

- _”S_un_c_lqy September 29, 2024

Today we welcome Pastor Frank Terhune to deliver the message at Millcreek Lutheran Church.
Pastor Scott (as dean) will be installing The Rev. Althea Seivel as pastor of Holy Trinity Church 723 Lehman Street
Lebanon, at their 9:00 AM worship service.

SHOE BOX PROJECT: We will be participating in Samaritan’s Purse-Operation Christmas Child this
year by filling shoe boxes for children who would otherwise not receive any gifts at Christmas. There are
brochures and labels in the narthex with instructions. (Please read them carefully as there are restrictions
as 1o what can be included in the shoe boxes.) There are preprinted shoe boxes that can be assembled, or
you can wrap a shoe box of your own, just make sure the lid can be opened. Finished shoe boxes should
be placed on the table in the multi-purpose room. If you are including the shipping charges, it is $10 per box, payable to
Samaritan’s Purse (put your check in an envelope inside your box) or you can refer to the instructions in the brochure to
donate online. The deadline for the completed boxes is Sunday, November 3, 2024. If you have any questions, please
contact Lisa Martin (610-589-5505) or Pat Ontkos (610-589-4350). Thank you, Lisa & Pat




TRUNK OR TREAT: Trunk or treat will be held on Sunday 10/27 from 1-3 pm. Please
come and decorate your vehicle and hand candy out to the trick or treaters. Also, you can help
by making donations. The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex on the table. We are in need of
hot dogs, hot dog buns and candy. See Nikki Johnson for more information. Thank you.

STACEY’S TOY DRIVE:

Since 2016, the Seldomridge/Pennington/O'Connor family has held an annual toy drive in honor of
Stacey, who was tragically killed in an act of domestic violence. Toys for Tots was her favorite
charity and we have dedicated ourselves to carry on this tradition and continue her legacy through an
annual toy drive in her remembrance. This year is our 9th annual toy drive and all collected toys will
be given directly to the children of Queen Anne's County, MD (home of Lindsay, Stacey's sister). We hope you will consider
donating a new, unwrapped toy for donation (ages 0-12) that can be brought to the church. The last date for the collection is
October 13™. Stephanie Seldomridge will transport the toys to Lindsay October 18th.

If you prefer to order on Amazon or elsewhere, you can ship directly to Lindsay O’Connor at 321 Narnia Drive, S Grasonville,
MD 21638.

Thank you for helping to keep Stacey's legacy alive and for helping the kids of Queen Anne's County.

BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS: 39 registered, 27 units of blood were collected saving 81 lives. Thank you to all who donated
and to Debra Buffington who organized the event.

RELAY FOR LIFE BOO BASH will be held Saturday October 12, 2024, 6-11 pm at Eagle Banquet Hall 116 North 8" Street,
Lebanon. Cost is $40 per person. Contact Debbie Tice or Debbie Buffington formore information.

Helping God Restore and Renew our Cdngregution

CONGREGATION COUNCIL will meet next Sunday after the worship service.

TREASURER’S REPORT: September 22, 2024, Current Offerings-$2,105.00, Plate-100.00, Flowers-30.00, Bulletins-
20.00, Building Rental-75.00. Total-$2,330.00 '
Attendance-52, Sunday School-16



BLESSING OF THE PETS: Millcreck Lutheran Church will celebrate the Commemoration of Saint | wegavcs B8
Francis by blessing pets and animals on Sunday, October 6. (If the weather allows it, our 10:15 AM ] Py
service will be outdoors or moved to the Multi-Purpose Room if the weather does not allow.)

*Bring your pet for blessing on Sunday, October 6. Pets that are well-socialized are best, although any
pet is welcome. (We don’t have space limitations outdoors!) Please make sure your pet is in a carrier or
on a leash that is 6 feet long or shorter.

*Stulfed animals are welcome.

*1f you have photos or cremated remains of deceased pets, please consider bringing them along so that
Pastor Scott can thank God for the many good memories.

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS to play for Veteran’s Sunday on November 10", Rehearsals will be: Saturday, October 26,
Saturday, November 2 and Saturday, November 9, all at 9:30 AM at the church. Please contact Julie Strickler at

juliestrickler66(@email.com for music or any questions. Thank you for your consideration. Julie

FLOWER & BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS are on the bulletin board in the narthex. Sponsorship of flowers is $30 and
bulletins are $10. There are still dates available for 2024.

Helping God Restore and Renew Our Selves

Prayers and sympathy of Millcreek Lutheran Church are extended to the family of Earl (Shad) Kreitz who
passed away Tuesday, September 24", Shad is the father of member Lynne Ober. Grose Funeral Home is

handling the arrangements. ) )
The congregation of Millcreek Lutheran Church extends sympathy and prayers to the family of Ginny : \h_ —
(Virginia) Wolfe. Ginny is the mother-in-law of Dara Wolfe. Ginny passed away September 25% at home, \\“\} '
Clauser FFuneral home is in charge of the arrangements. f

\

Praise God that after 23 months of being unable to walk without crutches, our grandson, Branson Hoglund,
is now fully mobile and remains cancer free. Thank you for all the prayers for his healing! Roy & Dotti Hoglund



SWEET SUNDAY will be held Sunday, September 29" in the multi-purpose room alter the worship
service. All proceeds are donated to the church. We thank Charmayne for satisfying our sweet tooth and
:;;;i her generosity.

E There will not be a Sweet Sunday in October, but will resume the 2nd Sunday in November (the 10™)

L)
BAKE SAL

Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central PA has many activities taking place from October through Christmas. Includes
Nawakwa, Kirchenwald and The Wittel Farm. You may find the information at LutheranCamping.org,.

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Audrey Putt, 201 West Main Street, Newmanstown, PA 17073

IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER TO BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST
CURRENT.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: R. Hart Beaver, Debbie Hartman, Violet Hepler, Abbie Keath, The Leibig
Family, Ronald Merkel, Barbara Potteiger, Norm Sharp, Debra Webber, Stewart Wolf, Aaron Yiengst, Devon Yiengst,
Michael Yiengst, Jr., Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBER REQUESTS ARE LISTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. TO BE INCLUDED, YOU MAY CONTACT
LINDA EACH WEEK WITH YOUR REQUESTS BY NOON ON THURSDAY. secretary@millereeklutheran.com or
610-589-2570

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Mike Nelson, (friend of Kristin Bender), John Tshudy (relative of Mary Ream),
Susan Staaby, (Aunt of Jamie Keener), Marilyn Yahn and Family-Lisa, Carol, Hilary and baby Declan. (friends of the Hoglunds)



