First Sunday of Advent b, December 1, 2024

Real Worries, Real Hope

hrist has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.” With these

words, often invoked at the table of holy communion, the church
proclaims “the mystery of faith” (ELW, p. 110). At communion, we
remember the good story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. But there
is more! We also look forward to a time yet to be.

Thoughts of the future can inspire hopefulness for the promise
of good things to come. Yet looking ahead can also conjure worries
about what we do not know, or a sense of foreboding about what is
out of our control. It’s hard not to hear in Jesus' references to nature
a warning about the dramatic effects of climate change. We inhabita
world in which ordinary signs that used to reliably mark the change
of seasons are shilting. S50 when he talks about the trees sprouting
leaves as a sure sign that summer is near, the image may leave us
unsettled. In recent times, trees in some places have started budding
when meteorological spring and summer are still months away. How
will the trees respond when frost comes again? How is the church to
respond in times such as these? Will the fig tree bloom on time this
year?

Jesus’ parable of the fig tree comes smack-dab in the middle of
some very disturbing news. Jesus offers an image of hope amid cir-
cumstances that seem all but hopeless. He talks of new growth even
while what is old and familiar is passing away. Much like Jesus’ par-
able, the season of Advent invites the church to hold together these
multiple, scemingly contradictory realities. We are called to rise up
with courage and hope as we anticipate Jesus coming to us, without
ignoring the weight of the world or neglecting our very real concerns.
Jesus gathers us to the table where we remember his death but also
his resurrection, where we pray for the world and also anticipate
God’s redemption of all things.
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Millereek Lutheran Church
First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your
presence here today and enjoy the new and the familiar faces
as we gather together. If you are a visitor and believe that
Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are
welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children
who have received Communion instruction and have been
approved to receive Holy Communion either here or at
another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any
child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign
our guest book, fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack and
introduce yourself to Pastor Scott as you leave. We're glad
you're here!

Prayer: God our Father, who will determine when we are
to make our transition from this temporary life to the eternal:
Keep our minds sensitive to your warnings, and our hearts
strengthened by your presence. May we not become, weary,
or careless in idleness, forgettul of our accountability to you.
In our Master’s name. Amen.

The Service

Prelude of Entrance
Announcements
Prelude of Preparation:

Dona nobis pacem, pacem. Dona nobis pacem....
Advent Wreath Lighting: Please refer to blue insert
Opening Hymn: No. 35 LBW (green),

Hark, the Glad Sound!
Children’s Sermon
The First Reading
The Psalmody: (On the lesson insert, read responsively)
The Second Reading

*The Gospel
*Responses (sung): Page 63, lines 15 & 16
The Sermon
Hymn of the Day: No. 34 LBW (green),
Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel
*The Nicene Creed, Page 64
Choir Anthem: Advent Promise
*The Prayers: Page 63, line 22
*The Greeting of Peace: Page 66, line 23
*The Great Thanksgiving: Pages 68-71, lines 28, 29 & 31
*The Lord’s Prayer, (sung) Page 71
Holy Communion (Continuous)
*Post Communion Prayer: Page 74, line 40
*Benediction & Dismissal: Page 74, lines 42 & 43
*Departing IHymn: No. 25 LBW (green),
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
Moments of Meditation: Congregation seated
Postlude
*Please stand

Serving you this morning:

Pastor, The Rev. Scott J. Paradise
Lay Leader, Susan Long

Organist, Pianist, Debra Tice

Lay Reader, Cheryl Batdorf

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson and Frank Hoffman

The altar flowers and bulletins are given to the honor and
glory of God and in honor of the service of Pastor Scott and
Linda Sheetz.




December 1, 2024 + The First Sunday of Advent

We are a people of hope Our hearts are full of
anticipation for the coming of our beloved Christ
Child. For God is to be among us and we will see
a great light in the midst of our night. Let us light
the Candle of Hope.

The first blue candle is lit.
Song: “One Candle Is Lit” (stanza 1)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and
come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for
your life of justice, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

The assembly joins in the Gathering Song,
“Hark, The Glad Sound!” at #35 in The
Lutheran Book of Worship.

JESUS CHIUST
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First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2024

Prayer of the Day

Stir up vour power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us o the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for vour life
af justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever, Amen.

Firat Reagling

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the
Lorp, when I will fulfill the promise
I made 1o the house of Israel and the
house of fudah. ¥In those days and
at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and

Poabm

he shall execute justice and righ-
teousness in the land. *In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem
will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: “The
Logrnp is our righteousness.”

Psalm 25:1-10: tone 3

o

To tyou, O Lorbp,
I ift Y ap my soul,
"My God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be ! put to shame,
nor let my enemies
trinmph | over me.
*Let none who ook to you
be ! put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame
t'who are treacherous.
'Show me your ! ways, O Lorp,
and teach ! me your paths,
*Lead me in your ! cruth
and teach me,
for you are the God
of my salvation;

= = ™ s

‘Remember, O LORD,
your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth
and tmy transgressions;
remember me
according 10 your steadfast love
and for the sake
of your good- ! ness, O Logb.
*You are gracious and up- ! right,
O Lomrp;
therefore you teach ginners
I'in your way.
"You lead the low- 1y in justice
and teach the low- !ly your way.
YAll your paths, O Logrp,

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

How can we thank God enough
for you in return for all the joy that
we feel before our God hecause of
you? *Night and day we pray most
carnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in
your faith,

" Now may our God and Father
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our

Gospel

way to you. *And may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you, ®And may he
$0 strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may he blameless before our
God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints,

Luke 21;25-36

[Jesus satd:} “There will be signs in
the sun, the moon, and the stars,
and on the earth distress among na-
tions confused by the roaring of the
sea and the waves, ¥People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what 1s
coming upon the world, for the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken.
“"Then they will see 'the Son of Man
coming in a clond’ with power and
great glory. ** Now when these things
begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your re-
demption is drawing near”

“Then he told them a parable:
“l.ook at the fig tree and all the
trees; *‘as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know
that summer is already near. *'So

also, when you see these things tak-
ing place, you know that the king-
dom of God is near. **Truly1 tell you,
this generation will not pass away
unitil all things have taken place.
®Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
*“Be on guard so that your hearts
are not weighed down with dissipa-
tion and drunkenness and the wor-
ries of this Jife, and that day does
not catch you unexpectedly, *like a
trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth.
¥Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape
alt these things that will take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

TODAY'S READINGES December 1, 2024

Molurre 56, Numbser 1

Next Bundwy's Readings: Mafiachi 3:1-4 o Baruch 5:1-9; Luke 1:88-T%; Phllippiang 1:3+1%; Luke 3:1-8.

in you have § trusted
all ! the day long.

are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant
and your ! testimonies.
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Hark, the Glad Sound!
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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Dear Congregation,

As we plan for the coming year, our Council would like to
share important updates to our church budget process.
We understand that a'ny budget changes can raise
guestions and concerns. We encourage you to attend
our upcoming December council meeting on December
1, 2024 immediately fellowing church to understand the
changes we have made to the 2025 budget. Additionally,
we encourage you to attend our Congregational meeting
in January 2025 after church services.

Council values your input and would appreciate your
attendance at these two upcoming meetings. We will
also be looking to fill 4 Council seats in the coming year
due to term expirations. We invite you to join us and use
vour gifts ta help shape and lead our church family
forward in the coming year!

Thank you,

Susan Long, Council President

Sunday, December 8, 2024

Next Sunday, we continue this
congregation's annual tradition of the
"Hanging of the Greens.” There are
ways for everyone to participate!
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Greens

# Please consider bringing in an ornament that
represents your family in some way to place on the
tree in our gathering space. Some examples from last
year included ornaments with photos of the entire
family or of a loved one who had since died as well
as ornaments that said something about a family's
favorite activities like motorcycle rides or baking.
The tree will be placed so everyone can see it
(instead of in the front of the sanctuary where
nobody sits), so the goal is to make it as personalized
to our church family as possible.

% There are props around the tree for you to take
photos of your family. It was fun to see these get
used last year and we look forward to seeing them in
use this year!

# There will be a simple luncheon in the Multi-Purpose
Room following the service. Please bring wrapped
sandwiches, sides that go with sandwiches, or cookies
to share. The church will provide drinks and paper
goods. Together, we will all provide good company!




A_\ 221 North Sheridan Road
Mlllcreek PO Box 399

LUTHERAN CHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073
“The Church on the Hill” www.millcreeklutheran.com
Church Office Pastor S adise
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241
secretary@millcrecklutheran.com Cell: (540) 335-1693

pastorscotiparadise@gmuail.com

QOur Mission

Helping God restore and renew our community, our congregation, and our selves.

Sunday December 1, 2024

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message
welcoming you to Millereck. At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on the line. You may also
watch the service later on You Tube,

We are happy to announce that we already have 21 kids registered for our upcoming Polar Express Event on Friday December
6th at 6 pm. We are fortunate to have Miss Ronice from the Richland Library, Brian Saul from Brian's Model T'rains and the Girl
Scouts helping us with our next event. We would love for members of our congregation to participate as volunteers or donate a few
supplies that are still needed. There are flicrs and a signup sheet in the Narthex. Jen Rosengrant

THE CHRISTMAS SHOW featuring The Singing Cedar Chorus will take place December 1, at 7:00 pm at Zion Lutheran
Church, 28 N. 9™ Street, Lebanon. Includes our own Roy Hoglund!

Helping God Restore and Renew our Congregation

We will share in the Sacrament of Holy Communion Sunday December 1, the First Sunday of Advent,



CONGREGATION COUNCIL will meet Sunday December 1, after the worship service. Please see the insert concerning the
congregation council meeting,

HANGING OF THE GREENS takes place next Sunday, December 8, the second Sunday of Advent. There is an insert
included in the bulletin concerning this annual tradition and ways for our church family to participate.

LESSONS AND CAROLS READERS: Please consider being a reader for this annual service on Sunday December 22, 2024,

There will be a signup sheet on the narthex table.

ADVENT DECORATING A sincere thank you to all our decorators for their help in
getung Millereek Lutheran Church ready for the advent season. From the “smallest” to the
“rallest” your help was very much appreciated.

Dara Wolfe and Stephanie Gahres,

rrr Elmmm

Calling all musicians to play for our Lessons and Carols service on Sunday, December 22 at 10:00.
Cﬂmwfﬁ«mﬁ Rchearsals are: Saturday, Dcccmb_er 7 at 9:30, Saturday, December 14 at 9:39, Saturday, |
C ol December 21 at 9:30. Please let Julie know if you are available or have any questions at 610 207 9650 or
- email juliestrickler66(@gmail.com.
Also, the Millereek Brass will be playing Christmas Eve at 9:45pm. Please let me know if you can join us.
Blessings, Julie Strickler

Lenoly .

CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Sunday School students are once again collecting Christmas cards to J's” qiﬂ”?“;* ' Grr:f,;fﬁi ‘%‘i““
include in “goody bags” for those who are unable to attend worship. The individual list will be on the ? AW \ “ o
table next to the bags. Individual bags for each person will be set up in the narthex starting 5 |

November 17th. Please deposit cards before the church service on December 15" (deadline), so th ‘ Sy
that they can be ready for delivery after church, We would also appreciate any volunteers who would Snw.
be willing to make deliveries to these members after December 15", There will be a sign-up shect for ' “Li:“

volunteers on the table. Please contact Nicole Johnson (blouch1986(@hotmail.com) with any
questions, Thank you., Nicole Johnson
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TREASURER’S REPORT: November 24, 2024, Current Offerings-$2,188.00, Plate-160.00, Memorial, Hart Beaver-50.00,
Recycling-27.00, Cotfee 10.00. Total-$2,435.00.  Attendence-74, Sunday School-26



FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS FOR 2025 arc available today in the narthex,

2025 OFFERING ENVELOPES may be picked up from the small table along the wall in the narthex, If you do not see a box
there for you, please see or contact me and T will get a box for you.
Thank you for recent updates and for supporting our church. Linda Sheetz, 610-589-2570

YEARBOOK 2023-24: 1 am starting to gather information for the 2024-2025 yearbook so 1 can have it to the congregation
hopefully by the beginning of February. T would prefer all repotts and information to me by December 31. If you have changes
in address, phone numbers, email addresses, weddings, births, or deaths in your family, please let me know so we may include the
information in the new yearbook. Updated information may be put in my mail slot in the office, or emailed to
secretarvi@millerecklutheran.com. Thank you, Linda Sheetz

MILLCREEK LUTHERAN
ADVENT CHRISTMAS SERVICES

% Sunday Decemberl — 1 Sunday in Advent — Communion

% Sunday December 8 — 2" Sunday in Advent -
Hanging of the Greens — bring an ornament for the tree & sandwiches & cookies for lunch

“* Sunday December 15 — 3rd Sunday in Advent -
The children’s program 1s one of the highlights of our season — come see our “stars” in “Once Upon a Starry Night”

< Saturday December 21— 7 pm - Setvice of Healing on the Winter Solstice
* Sunday December 22 — 4 Sunday in Advent
Lessons & Carols ~ hear the lessons that lead to the birth of Jesus
Special music by the Millcreek Lutheran Church Orchestra, conducted by Stephanie Sheetz

%* Sunday December 22 ~ 4 pm ~ a new service for those who cannot attend Christmas Fve

< Tuesday December 24 ~ Christmas Eve - 10 pm
One service with candlelight and communion,



Helpit{;g God Restore and Renew Our Selves

During the month of December, 1 will be coliecting new or gently used stuffed animals that will be thrown onto the ice during the
Hershey Bears Annual Teddy Bear Toss. Help us break last year's record of 74,599 smaffed animals! The stuffed animals are then
donared to over 30 different charitics and hospitals. Look for the box in the Narthex. Thank you for your support! Deb Buffington

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS: Violet Flepler, Stone
Ridge Poplar Run, 450 IZ. Lincoln Ave. Myerstown, PA 17067

IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER TO BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST
CURRENT.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: Dcbbic Hartman, Violet Hepler, Abbie Keath, The Leibig Family, Ronald Merkel,
Batbara Potteiger, Norm Sharp, Debra Webber, Stewart Wolf, Aaron Yiengst, Devon Yiengst, Michael Yiengst, Jr., Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBER REQUESTS ARE LISTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. TO BE INCLUDED, YOU MAY CONTACT
LINDA EACH WEEK WITH YOUR REQUESTS BY NOON ON THURSDAY. retarv@millereeklutheran.com or
call 610-589-2570

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Mike Nelson, (friend of Kristin Bender)
Jane Yocum, (friend of Debbie Hartman)
JoAnn Deahl (Brandy Gahres’ Mother)



