The Birth of Jesus

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and lad hiin a mangar; bacause there was
no roorm for therin the inn. Luke 2:7 (KJY)

Puzzle is based on Luke 2:1-20
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ACROSS COWN
1. Aninfant or very young child 2. Heavenly being that told the
5. The place where Mary laid the shepherds about Jesus' birth
baby Jesus 3. The savior of the world
6. A person who takes care of 4. The earthly father of Jesus
ahaep 5. The mother of Jesus
7. The city where Jesus was born

JOSEPH ANGEL BETHLEHEM BABY
MARY SHEPHERD JESUS MANGER
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Millcreek Lutheran Church
Sunday School
presents




Once Upon a Christmas Light
by
Michael and Jill Gallina

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024

Overture-Choir Entrance
Once Upon a Christmas Light
Our Time to Shine
Don’t Blame Us!
Calling All Stars
Bright Shining Star!
This Little Light/Joy to the World
Today in the town of David
a Savior has been
born unto you.

He is the Messiah, the Lord,
Luke 2:11

Sunday School Cast

Narrators: Morgan Hoffman
Brayce Miller
Baviee Marderness
Janice Wolf

Cast:
Stella-Isabel Rivera
Roaring Boring Alice-Laura Long
Glitteroti-Celia Bender
Solar Plexis-Matthew Long
Mega Staurus-Madelyn Johnson
Super Nova-Andrew Keener
Grandioso-Jack Gehman
Space Cadet-Anderson Stoudt
Clouds: Isaiah, Esther and Abigail Keener
Additional Stars: Aviana Warnick, Addie
Gehman, Ella Gehman, Bethany Keener,
Harper Gettle, and Skylar Johnson

Production Crew:
Accompanist- Debbie Tice
Director- Cheryl Bardorf
Producer- Nikki Johnson
Star Wrangler- Stephanie Sheetz

Props/Costumes/ Scenery:
Cheryl Stoudt and Deb Buffington

Thanks to parents and grandparents as well as Pastor
Scott for their support. Big thanks to Linda Sheet; for
the “stellar” bulletin. And as always, Glory to God

Jor his gift of Jesus, and giving us these talents to share.



Order of Worship

Prelude of Entrance (seated)

Announcements (seated)

Prelude of Preparation (seated)

Gathering

Lighthing of the Advent Wreath (seated)
With the birth of Jesus, our lives are forever
changed. The Spirit transforms us by his model
and message. We light these candies to represent
the joy Christ brings to our lives.
Two blue candles and the pink candle are Iit.

Song: "One Candle [s Lit" (seated)
Come surely, Lord Jesus
as dawn foliows night,
our hearts long to greet you
as roses, the light.
Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage.
One candle is lit for the hope of the age.

Come quickly, shalom,
teach us how to prepare
for a gift that compels us
with justice to care,
Qur spirits are restless till sin and war cease.
One candle is lit for the reign of God's peace.

Continued. ..

Come, festively sing while
awaiting the birth,
join angels in dancing
from heaven to earth.
Wave banners of good news,
lift high thankful praise.
One candle is lit for the joy of these days.

Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day (seated)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

And also with you,

Let us pray. Creator God, who set the stars in their
places and directs the course of the planets; who
robed this earth with a thin garment of air, making it a
haven of beauty and life; who breathed into each of
us the breath of life: Create in us such a sense of
wonder and delight in this and in all your gifts that we
receive them with gratitude, care for them with love,
and generously share them with all your creatures, to
the honor and glory of your holy name. Amen.
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Word

Scripture Reading (seated)
A reading from Isaiah [52:7-10].

2THow beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of the messenger who announces peace, who
brings good news, who announces salvation, who
says to Zion, "Your God reigns.” ®Listent Your
sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for
joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the
LoRD to Zion. "Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has
comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem. "°The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: "Joy to the World” (seated)
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Responsive Reading: John 1:1-5 (seated)

'In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
’He was in the beginning with God.

3All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being *in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

5The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
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Program Presented by Children (seated)
“‘Once Upon a Christmas Light”

Hymn of the Day: “Watchman, Tell Us..." (standing)
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1 Watch-mman, tell us  of the igh, What Bs signs af prom-ise  pre
2 Wateh-matt, teli ug  of the night; High -er wvet that star s - cendsa.
3 Wateh«man, tell us  of the night, For ihe moru-ing seems o dawn.
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Watch-man, doth its Boad«toous ray  Augit of joy or hope (lore-cell?

Waltch-tneia, will {ta beams a - lone Gild the spot that gave them birth?
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Prayer (standing)
Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that your holy
word which has been proclaimed this day may
enter into our hearts through your grace, that it
may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for witness
and service in the world and to the praise and
honor of your name, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen,

The Lord's Prayer (sung, standing)

Qur Father, who art in heaven,
hatlowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive pur debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

ﬁgnding

Benediction and Dismissal (standing)

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the
obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the
eagerness of the shepherds, and the everlasting
peace of Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and |.ord.
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless
you and keep you now and forever. Amen.

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God!



Song: "What Star 1s This?" (standing)
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k ‘ | 221 North Sheridan Road

o~ Millcreek PO Box 399

LUTHERAN CHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073
www.millcrecklutheran.com

“The Church on the Hill”

Church Office Pasior Scoir Paradise
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241
secretary@millcreckluthetan.com Cell: (540) 335-1693
pastorscottparadise(@gmail.com

~ Our Mission

Helping God restore and renew our community, our congregation, and our selves.

Sund;y December 15, 2024

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a message welcoming
you to Millereek. At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on the line.  You may also watch the

service later on You Tube.

Helpmg God Restore and Renew our Community

Serving You This Morning:

Pastor, The Rev. bcott ]. Paradise

Lay lLeader, Susan Long

Organist/Pianist,  Debra Tice

Lay Reader, Julie Strickler

Ushers/Audio, Frank Hoffman & Scott Johnson
The altar flowers and bulletins are given to the honor and glory of God and in celebration of the 70" Wedding Anniversary of
Norman and Pat Sharp on December 19", Happy Anniversary!!!

The altar poinsettias are in memory of the Paul Bennett Family.



You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a
message welcoming you to Millcreek. At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on
the line. You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

__Helping God Restore ﬂ-p_iRenew our Community

ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR TOSS: During the month of December, I will be collecting new or gently used stuffed animals that
will be thrown onto the ice during the Hershey Bears Annual Teddy Bear Toss. Help us break last year's record of 74,599 stuffed
animals! The stutfed animals arc then donated to over 30 different charities and hospitals. Look for the box in the Narthex. Thank
you for your support! Deb Buffington

Helping God Restore and Renew our Congregation

TREASURER’S REPORT: December 8, 2024, Current Offerings-$905.00, Plate-210.00, Advent Offerings-20.00, Flowers-
30.00, Bulletins-10.00, Restore & Renew-25.00, Coffee-10.00, MP Rental-50.00, Misc. Income-700.00. Total-$1,960.00
Attendence-72, Sunday School-28.

LESSONS AND CAROLS READERS: Please consider being a reader for this annual service on Sunday December 22, 2024,
There will be a signup sheet on the narthex table.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for items you want in the Parish Echo for January 2025 is Sunday, December 15. Newsletter
items sent via email should be addressed to mlc.parish.echo@gmail.com. Items may also be submitted by placing a written note in
the newsletter mailbox in the church office or by phone.

Qur Sunday School children and teachers have been working very hard practicing their presentation of the
annual Christmas Program at Millcreek Lutheran Church.

This year's presentation is “Once upon a Christmas Light”. The presentation will be today-Sunday December
15th at 10:15 in the multi-purpose room. Join us for this special presentation!




NURSERY NOTE: I will not be supervising the nursery Sunday December 15™, that is the date of the Children’s Christmas
Program and Sunday December 22nd, I will be directing the MLC Orchestra for Lessons and Carols. The nursery will be open for
your child or children, but under your supervision. Stephanie Sheetz

Calling all musicians to play for our Lessons and Carols service on Sunday, December 22 at 10:00 ¢ (' u/t’d
a.m. Rehearsals are: Saturday, December 14 at 9:30, Saturday, December 21 at 9:30. Please let C{[}lﬂa I ; nf _
Julie know if you are available or have any questions at 610 207 9650 or email (9>
juliestrickler66@gmail.com.

Also, the Millcreek Brass will be playing Christmas Eve at 9:45 pm.
Please let me know if you can join us. Blessings, Julie Strickler
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b CHRISTMAS CARDS: The Sunday School students are once again collecting Christmas cards to
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2025 OFFERING ENVELOPES may be picked up from the small table along the wall in the narthex. If you do not see a box
there for you, please see or contact me and I will get a box for you.
Thank you for recent updates and for supporting our church. Linda Sheetz, 610-589-2570

YEARBOOK 2024-25: I am starting to gather information for the 2024-2025 yearbook so I can have it to the congregation
hopefully by the beginning of February. I would prefer all reports and information to me by December 31. If you have
changes in address, phone numbers, email addresses, weddings, births, or deaths in your family, please let me know so we may
include the information in the new yearbook. Updated information may be put in my mail slot in the office, or emailed to
secretary(@millcreeklutheran.com. Thank you, Linda Sheetz

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS FOR 2025 arc available 1n the narthex.



Helping God Restore and Renew Our Selves

The Millcreek Lutheran Congregation extends their prayers and sympathy to the family of Sylvia Hoffinan who passed away
Sunday December 8", 2024. Sylvia is the mother, mother-in-law and grandmother of members Frank, Jodi and Morgan Hoffman.
Services are private. The arrangements are by Grose Funeral Home.

The Millcreek Lutheran Congregation extends their prayers and sympathy to the family of Josephine Belleman who passed away
Tuesday, December 10", 2024, Josephine is the mother of member(s) Theresa Sites and grandmother of Susan Long. Graveside
services will be private. Grose Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements.

WEATHER ALERT: In case of bad weather, please listen to WLBR 1270AM for a notice of cancellation of church

services. Pastor Scott will send out an email to those on the email address list. You can also tune to Channel 27 WHTM
(Comcast Channel 12) for notices of church service cancellation, which scrolls across the bottom of the TV screen. When church
is cancelled due to the weather, there is no one at the church for a service on the Phone Patch.

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS: Audrey Putt, 201 West
Main Street, Newmanstown, PA 17073

1IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER TO BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST
CURRENT.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: Debbie Hartman, Violet Hepler, Abbie Keath, The Leibig Family, Ronald Merkel,
Barbara Potteiger, Norm Sharp, Debra Webber, Stewart Wolf, Aaron Yiengst, Devon Yiengst, Michael Yiengst, Ir., Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBER REQUESTS ARE LISTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. TO BE INCLUDED, YOU MAY CONTACT
LINDA EACH WEEK WITH YOUR REQUESTS BY NOON ON THURSDAY. secretarv@millcreeklutheran.com or call
610-589-2570

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Mike Nelson, (friend of Kristin Bender)
Jane Yocum, (friend of Debbie Hartman)
JToAnn Deahl (Brandy Gahres” Mother)



MILLCREEK LUTHERAN
ADVENT CHRISTMAS SERVICES

%+ Sunday December 15 — 3rd Sundav in Advent - The children’s program is one of the highlichts of our season —
Ca) I ghlg
come sce our “stars” in “Once Upon a Christmas Light”

% Saturday December 21 - 7 pm - Service of healing on the Winter Solstice
] P 8

** Sunday December 22 - 4™ Sunday in Advent I.essons & Carols — hear the lessons that lead to the birth of Jesus-special
mustc by Millereek Lutheran Orchestra conducted by Stephanie Sheetz

%* Sunday December 22 ~ 4 pm — a new service for those who cannot attend Christmas Eve Service.
%* Tuesday December 24 - Christmas Eve - 10 pm. One service with candlelight and communion.
Christmas' §{
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One of the most meaningful parts of Christtnas Eve Worship is the singing of “Silent Night” by candlelight. The Congregation
Council discussed this treasured tradition at their meeting on November 5% They certainly would not take away the singing by
candlelight. However, they are concerned about the safety issues around having congregants walk while carrying lighted candles. The
Council’s unanimous conclusion was that-while the singing by candlelight will certainly remain the practice-the Council also voted to
have the acolytes carry the flames to the congregation who will light their individual candles in the pews. Lo be clear: Everyone will
sing “Silent Night” by candle light, but the way the light gets to the congtegaton will be safer. ‘I'he Congregation Council sees this as
an excellent solution and appreciates your understanding and support.




