Baptism of Our Lord &, January 12, 2025

Filled with Expectation

A the beginning of the Epiphany scason, we encounter John the bap-
tizer, serving people who are filled with expectation. Curiosity
is the birthplace of expectation. Many people were curious about
whether John might be the expected messiah. ‘They were hopeful that
the dreams of their people were about to be tulfilled by this strange
and solitary prophet.

Sometimes we are cxuberant when our expectations are [ulfilled.
We know this feeling when a new baby is born, a family member
graduates from college or attains a new job, or a summer vacation
1s around the corner. Other times, we are devastated by unfulfilled
expectations—when a loved one dies in hospice, a pink slip is given
at work, or a house is foreclosed. -

Expectation can lead o great happiness or to depression. John's
followers’ expectations were correct but misplaced. John redirected
their hopes to Jesus, who would baptize them with the Holy Spirit
and with [ire.

In what ways can we joyfully expect God's good work in our own
lives? Have we put our hope in people or things guaranteed to disap-
point us? How might life be different if we put all our hope for the
future in the good plan of God?

At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens opened and a dove descended.
‘Then God spoke these life-changing and transformative words: “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:22).

When we were baptized, God spoke words like these over us as
well. As creations made in God's own image, we are innately beloved
and pleasing to God. May this truth change how we navigate through
the world and fill us with joyful expectation for God's good plan to
come.
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Millcreek Lutheran Church
Baptism of Our Lord
January 12, 2025

Welcome, friends in Christ! We appreciate your presence
here today. If you are a visitor, we hope you will consider
joining us — knowing that you can expect to find people who
love God and who want to know and love you. Visitors,
please sign our guest book, fill out a visitor’s card in the pew
rack and introduce yourself to Pastor Scott as you leave.,
We're glad you're here!

Prayer: “O God our Father, who anointed your Son with
the Holy Spirit at his baptism and announced you were well
pleased with him: Receive our worship of praise and
thanksgiving for the ministry of your Son, who remained
faithful to the mission for which you sent him. Grant us the
same Spirit, what we may be faithful to our calling as your
children. We pray through Christ our Lord.” Amen.

The Service

Prelude of Entrance

Announcements

Prelude of Preparation:

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, I've

got peace like a river in my soul (repeat)

*Confession & Forgiveness: Page 56
*Opening Hymn: No. 518 (LBW), Beautiful Savior
*Greetings: Page 57, line 5
*The Kyrie: Pages 57 & 58, line 6
*Hymn of Praise: Glory to God, Pages 58 & 59, line 7
*Prayer of the Day: On the lesson insert (read in unison)

Children’s Sermon

The First Reading

The Psalmody: On the lesson insert (read responsively)

The Second Reading
*The Gospel
The Sermon
Hymn of the Day: No. 499 (NCH),
Shall We Gather at the River
*The Nicene Creed: Page 64
Choir Anthem
*The Prayers: Page 65, line 22
*The Greeting of Peace: Page 66, line 23
*The Great Thanksgiving: Pages 68-71, lines 28, 29, & 31
*The Lord’s Prayer: Page 71
Holy Communion (Table)
*Post Communion Prayer: Page 74, line 40
*Benediction & Dismissal: Page 74, lines 42 & 43
*Departing Hymn: On (lilac) insert, Go My Children
Moments of Meditation: Congregation seated.
Postlude
*Please Stand

Serving You This Morning:

Pastor, The Rev. Scott J. Paradise
Lay Leader, Susan Long

Organist, Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Rachel Mock

Ushers/Audio, Frank Hoffman and Scott Johnson

The altar flowers and bulletins are given to the honor
and glory of God in memory of our loved ones by the
Gahres Family.

“You are my Son,
the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased”




Baptism of Our Lord
January 12, 2025

Almighty God, you anointed fesus at his bapusm w:lla the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
throwgh Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen,

Isaiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the Lok,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are
mine.
'When you pass through the waters,
T will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall
nat overwhelm you;
whern you walk through fice you shall
not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume
youL
*For T am the LorD your God,

the Holy One of lsrael, your Savior.

I give Egypt as your ransom,
Lthiopia and Seba in exchange
for you,

*Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
*Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from
the cast,
and from the west I will gather you;
T will say to the north, “Give them
up,”
and to the south, “Do not
withhold:
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of
the earnh—
"everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

Fsalm 29; tone 7
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Ascribe to the ' Lokn, you gods,
ascribe to the Lokp
glo- ! vy and strength,
2Ascribe to the LORD
the glory ! due God's name;
worship the LORD
in the beau- ! ty of holiness.

*The voice of the Logb
is upon the waters;
the God of ! glory thunders;
the Loro is upon
the mighty waters,
1The voice of the Lorp
is & paw- ! erful voice;
the volee of the LORD

is a f voice of splendor.  continued

Psalm, continued
The voice of the LorD
breaks the ! cedar trees:
the Lo
breaks the ce- dars of Lebanon;
Sthe Lorp makes Lehanon
skip ! like a calf,
and Mount Hermon
like a! ?'oung wild ox.
"The voice 1 of the Lorn
bursts forth in ! lighting flashes.
#The voice of the LORD
| shakes the wilderness;
the LoRD shakes the wilder- ! ness
of Kadesh,.

"I'he voice of the LORD
makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the  forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp
all are ! crying, “Glory!”
"The L.OwRD gits enthroned
a- | bove the flood;
the LorD sits enthroned
as king for- ! evermore.
"0 Lorp, give streagth
Fto your people;
give them, O Lorn,
the bless- ! ings of peace,

Acts 3 14 ‘17

Now when the aposdes at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had accepted the
word of God, they sent Peter and fohn
to them. ¥*The two went down and
prayed for them that they might re-
ceive the Holy Spirit "®(for as yet the

Spirit had not come upon any of tl“u:m;
they had only been baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus)., "Then Peter
and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Haoly Spirid.

Luke 3:15-17 21-22

As the peopie were filled with expec-
tation, and all were guestioning in
their hearts concerning John, wheth-
er he might be the Messiah, "®John
answered all of them by saying, "7
baptize you with water; but one who
is more powerful than Tis coming; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Haly Spirit and fire, ""His win-
nowing fork is in his hand, to clear

his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire”
B Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, ¥and the Holy
Spirit descended vpon him in bodily
Form Tike a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, "You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you T am well pleased.”
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PHALSE, AVORATION

499 Shall We Gather at the River?
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Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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I "Go. my chil - dren,  with  my bless-ing.  nev el a - lone
4 Mo, my chil - dren.  sing for - giv-en, peace  and  pure
3 "Guo, my chil - dren.  ted and nour-ished, clos g1 W me
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing. | am with you,  you are  my own.
Here  you learned how  much | love you,  what | can  cure
Grow in love and love by serve-ing, j0y ful and free

Ho r r ;a i .._—_t;—
In my love's bap-tis - mal rv - er I have made you mane lor-cv - or

Here you heard my dear Son's sto - ry, here you rouched hun, saw his glo - ry
Here my Spir - it's pow -er  filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.

o)

e S e e e

Pk‘_:?—"—__._ e i = e
Go,  my chil-dren. with  my bless-mg.  you are my  own”
Go.  my chil-dren, s for - giv - en. ar peace  and  pure’
Cra, my chil -dren,  fed and nour - 1shed, joy tul and  free”

Many Americans know this tune as accompanying the lullaby “All
Through the Night, " which 1s from Wales, where il 15 called "Ar hyd
ynos' and means “the livelong might " It would have originally
heen played on the harp, which is the national instrument of Wales,
associated with poetry and poets. The text is by Jaroslav Vada
(1919-2008), who was a pastor of The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod specifically requested 1o compose a hymn to this tune. He
says, "the soft and contemplative melody suggested a setting of the
benediction [found at Numbers 6.22-27 | as a hymn of dismissal "'

Source: Westermeyer, Paul. Hymnal Companion ro Evangelical
[.utheran Worship. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress, 2010.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073

“The Chych on the Hill™ www.millcreeklutheran.com
Church Office Pastor Scort Paradise
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241

secretary@millcreeklutheran.com Cell: (540} 335-1693
pastorscottparadise@gmail.com

Our Mission

Helping God restore and renew our community, our congregation, and our selves,

Sunday January 12, 2025

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a
message welcoming you to Millereek, At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on the
line, You may also watch the service later on You Tube.

He:lpingwapod Restore and Renew our Community

Please see the blue insert concerning the next blood drive at MLC.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: Millcreck Lutheran Church is excited to once again participarte in the Lebanon County Christian
Ministries Souper Bowl of Caring.

We are kicking off this Sunday with a goal of 350 cans of soup by Sunday February 9, 2025,

A display will be in the Narthex for you to drop your soup. We will provide a weekly update toward our goal,

If you prefer to give a monetary donation, we can purchase the soup for you.

We look forward to helping rtackle hunger in our community over the next 30 days!

(5o Team Millcreek! Contact information-Jen Rosengrant, Jrosengrant] 200@comeast.net or 717-228-8857




‘Thank you for your donations of stuffed animals for the annual Teddy Bear Toss at
¥ the Hershey Bears game on Sunday afternoon. Donations from MLC rotal was 163
& and helped reach a goal of 102,343 stuffed animals thrown on the ice after the first

' Bear’s goal was scored by Mike Sgatbossa. The stuffed toys are donated to various
pediatric care facilities. ‘L'hank you for putting a smile on the faces of these children!

Helping God Rcstt_‘;rg_aﬂc_l B__cncw&g Cnngrcgatinn

OFFICIAL NOTICE
Millcreck Lutheran Church’s Annual Meecting will be held following the worship (i.e., about 11:30 am) on Sunday January
26, 2025. The agenda consists of several important items:
1. Election of 4 adult council members
2. Adoption of the proposed budget for 2025
3. Possible amendment to the gift acceptance policy
Please direct questions regarding these items to Lay Leader Susan Long or Pastor Scott Paradise.

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NOTE: There are open positions on the council that need to be filled. Serving on the council is
a wonderful opportunity to bring new ideas to life and have your voice heard. T strongly encourage everyone to consider raking on a
position, espectally if you feel you can contribute to the future of our amazing little church! Thank you, Susan Long, Lay Leader

Important Notice for Keyholders
The Congregaton Council has contracted with Reed's Locks to have the exterior locks changed to a system that will allow us to keep
better control of keys to the church building. This change will take place on Thursday, January 2,

» Tfyou have a key to the church, you will need a replacement key for the exterior locks, which you can get from the church
office. Please make sure the office is staffed (sccretarv@millerecklutheran.com or 610.589.2570) before coming to get yout
key.

« lfyou have a key to the church, please keep it. You will still need it for the intetior locks. (After Januvary 2, this key will not
wotk for the exterior locks.)




TREASURER’S REPORT: January 5, 2025, Cutrent Offerings- $1,005.00, Plate-144.00,
Initial- 236.00, Chnstmas/Advent-5,000.00, Flowers-180.00, Bulletins-30.00,

Memomnal: Ginny Wolfe-100.00, Restore & Renew-25.00, Special Pledge-1,000.00,
Misc.-Cofiee-14.00. Total 7,734.00 Attendance-49, Sunday School-18

December 2024 electronic deposits-Current otferings-$1,890.00, Restore and Renew-100.00.
Total-$1,990.00

PARISH ECHO: Deadline for items you want in the church newsletter for February 2025 is Wednesday, January 15.
Newsletter items sent via email should be addressed to mic.parish.echo@gmail.com. Ttems may also be submitted by placing a
written note in the newsletrer mailbox in the church office or by phone,

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS FOR 2025 are available in the narthex, Flowers-$30.00, Bulletins-$10.00

YEARBOOK 2024-25: T am requesting informardon for the 2024-2025 yearbook and would prefer all reports and information to
me ASAP. If you have changes in addresses, phone numbets, email addresses, births, or deaths in your family, please let me know
0 we may include the information in the new yearbook. Updarted information may be put in my mail slot in the office, or emailed
to secretarye@omillereektutheran.com. Thank you, Linda Sheetz

Helping God Restore and Renew Our Selves

WEATHER ALERT: Tn case of bad wearther, please listen to WLBR 1270AM for a notice of cancellation of church

services. Pastor Scort will send out an email to those on the email address list. You ean also tune ro Channel 27 WHTM {Comcast
Channel 12) for notdces of church service cancellation, which scrolls across the bottom of the TV screen. When church is cancelled
due to the weather, there s no one at the church for a service on the Phone Patch,

SWEET SECOND SUNDAY will be held in the mulsi- purpmc room after worship today January 12, 2025. All proceeds go to

the church, Thank you, Charmayne!

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Hazel Bashore, Stone Ridge Towne Center 7 W. Park St. Myetstown, PA 17067

IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER TO BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST
CURRENT.



MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: Lotraine Eberly, Debbie Hartman, Violet Hepler, Abbic Keath, The Leibig Family,
Ronald Merkel, Barbara Potteiger, Norm Sharp, Debga Webber, Stewart Wolf, Aaton Yiengst, Devon Yiengst, Michael Yiengst, [,
CGireer Zellers

NON-MEMBER RF QUES’I S ARE LIQT}:,D ON A Mﬁ TO BE INCLUDED YOU MAY CONTACT

call 61(] 589 2570

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Mike Nelson, {friend of Kristin Bender), Jane Yocum, (friend of Debbie Hartman),
JoAnn Deahl (Brandy Gahres” Mother)

Greenngs friend, supporter, parter! In our 2024-2026 strategic plan, we approved a transition to expand the space of our Market
on 7%, charitable food pantry. This move has transformed the way we do other work within the organization, while meeting best
practices for choice food pantry work, We are excited that our renovatons are complete, and it is time to show you the space! This
renovation was made possible by many individual donogs, and a grant from our partners at the Central PA Tood Bank. Come
celebrate with us before we open back up for our neighbors.

We would love for you to visit us on January 17 - beginning at 10am. We have very brief remarks at 10:20 and following remartks,
we welcome you fo rake a walk around the facility w see the updates. We will be opening back up on the 20" of January to our
neighbors for service.

Viston: Investing in people. Improving hives.

Bryan 13, Smith, B.S., Tixecutive Director

250'S, 7% Sreeer, Lebanon, PA 17042

Office: 717.272.4400, Direct Dial: 717.769.1040  Mission: Lebanon County Christian Ministries shates the love of Jesus through
food, shelter, and connections to promote wellbeing and a healthy community.



BLOOD DRIVE

Thursday, January 23" « 11;:00 am - 7:00 pm

Millcreek Lutheran Church.

3 vouchers to the Pennsylvdma 8
. Auto Show & a Blood Donor T-Shirt

~ + We kindly suggest you schedule an appointment to donate blood.
Appointments help us improve your donation experience.
-+ Walk-Ins are welcome; however, donors with appointments will be

i taken first and this may result in a significant wait time.

Who Depends on Blood You Donate

Liver transplant 6-10 units of Red Blood Cells
20 units of plasma
10 units of platelets
Kidney transplant 1-2 units of red blood cells

Heart transplant

2-6 units of red blood cells

Adult open-heart surgery

2-6 units of red blood cells
2-4 units of plasma
1-10 units of platelets

Newborn open-heart surgery

1-4 units of red blood cells
1-2 units of plasma
1-4 units of platelets

Prostate cancer surgery

2-4 units of red blood cells

Abdominal aortic aneurysm

4-6 units of red blood cells

Bone marrow transplant

1-2 units of red blood cells every
other day for 2-4 weeks
6-8 units of platelets daily
for 4-6 weeks

Automobile accident

4-40 units of red blood cells

Leukemia

2-6 units of red blood cells
6-8 units of platelets daily
for 2-4 weeks

Sickle cell disease

10-15 units of red blood cells to
treat severe complications

Premature newborn

1-4 units of red blood cells while in
intensive care




