Seventh Sunday after Epiphany b, February 23, 2025

Countercultural Love

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus offers us a vision ol a different way
of living, one rooted in God’s endless mercy. People of God are to
love others, do good, and share their possessions—in abundance, in
extravagance, to the point thal our generosity seems foolish by the
world’s standards.

This lavishness is possible only through the power of Jesus, who
first heals us and invites us to taste and see God’s mercy for ourselves.
We witness this mercy in scripture through stories of God’s profound
love and compassion. We experience it as we join in song and prayer in
worship, engaging in ancient practices that draw us beyond ourselves
and closer to God and neighbor. We remember the mercy we've expe-
rienced in the waters of baptisin and taste Christ’s abundance in holy
communion. We practice generosity in our offerings and share God’s
peace with our fellow worshipers with whom we are bound together,
even though we might never have chosen them as neighbors,

With Christ in us, we are able to practice this abundant love today
and tomorrow, in our worship and beyond, returning to the font and
table again and again to be reminded of the love that dwells within us
and surrounds us, making us bold in our love for others,

To try to practice this kind of countercultural love on our own
would likely lead to discouragement. But we are given the gift of
community—with one another, those who have come before us, and
hope for the ones who will come atter us. Together, we form one
body in Christ, strengthened by God'’s Spirit. Together, we remind
one another of God’s promise of unending love and forgiveness
and encourage each other to follow Jesus” example. And together,
we focus our minds and hearts to catch glimpses of God’s kingdom
among us, even as we wait for the world Jesus envisions to be made
complete on earth as it is in heaven. ‘
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Millereek Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 23, 2025

Welcome, friends in Christ! We appreciate your presence
here today. If you are a visitor, we hope you will consider
Joining us ~ knowing that you can expect to find people who
love God and who want to know and love you. Visitors, please
sign our guest book, fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack and
introduce yourself to Pastor Scott as you leave. We’re glad you
are here.

Prayer: “Most heavenly Father, who has created all members
of the human race to be brothers and sisters: $how us how to
turn unbrotherly crimes into strong bonds of fellowship through
Christ our Lord, whose forgiveness turned man’s sin at Calvary
into our redemption for eternity. Amen

The Service

Prelude of Entrance
Announcements
Prelude of Preparation
*Confession & Forgiveness: Page 56
*Opening Hymn: No, 77 NCH (red),
Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
*Creetings: Page 57, line 5
*The Kyrie: Pages 57 & 58, line 6
*Prayer of the Day: On the lesson insert (read in unison)
Children’s Sermon
The First Reading (printed on insert)
The Psalmody: On the lesson insert (read responsively)
The Second Reading
*The Gospel
*Responses: Page 63, lines 15 & 16

The Sermon
Hymn of the Day: No. 394 NCH (red),
Grace Greater Than Our Sin
*The Sacrament of Holy Baptism: Page 121
Choir Anthem
Installation of Congregation Council (on green insert)
*The Prayer: Page 76
*The Lord’s Prayer
*The Benediction
*Departing Hymn: No. 424 LBW (green),
Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
Moments of Meditation: Congregation seated.
Postlude
*Please stand

Serving You This Morning:

Pastor, The Rev. Scott J. Paradise

Lay Leader, Jennifer Rosengrant
Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice

Lay Reader, Roy Hoglund

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson and Frank Hoffman

The altar flowers and bulletins are given to the honor and
glory of God in honor of Zach Hepler's 33" birthday.
Love Mom and Dad. Happy Birthday!!!

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, we receive
Andrew Scolt Keener, Isaiah David Keener and Abigail Rose
Keener into our spiritual family today. They are the children of
Christopher and Jamie Keener.
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Seenth Sunday after Epipmﬁény
February 23, 2025

Prayver of the Day

O Lord Jesus, make us instrumentis of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there s injury, pardon, apd where there 15 despair, bope. Grant, 0 divinge muss
ter, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and

reign with the Father and the Holy Spint, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading

Cenesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said wo his brothers, “Tam Joseph. Ts
ey father still alive?” Bt his brothers could
not answer him, so dismayed were they at
his presence,

“Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come closer to me.” And they came closcr,
He said, *I am your brother, Joseph, whom
you sold into Egypt. *And now do not be dis-
tressed, oF angry with yourselves, becase
you sold me here; for God sent me hefore
you o preserve Hie, #For the famine has
been in the land these two years; and there
are five more years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvest. "God sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant
on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. *50 it was not you who sent me

here, buk Gad; he has made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. *Hurry and go
up to Ty father aned say to him, "Thus says
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of
all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay,
Y¥ou shall setde in the land of Goshen, and
you shall be near me, you and your children
and your children's children, as well as your
flocks, your herds, and all that you have,
1T will provide for you there—since there
are five more years of famine to come-s0
that you and your houschold, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.'”

¥And he kissed all hiz brothers and wept
wpon them: and after thay his brothers
tatked with him.

Esatm Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40: tone 4
[
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Do not be provoked by ! evildoers;
do not be jealous
of those | who do wronq.
For they shall soon wither ! Hhe the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
*IPut your trust in the Lorp ' and do good,
dwell in the land and ! find safe pasture.
*Take delight ! in the Lorb,
who shall give you your | heart’s desive.
*Commit your wiy o the Lorw,
pue your trust in the Lorp,
and sce what ! God will do.
“The Lorp will make yourr vindication
as clear ! as the light
and thc‘!uﬂﬁl‘_‘u of your case
like the ! noonday sun.

"Be still before the Lorn
and wait ! patiently.
Do not be provoked
by the one who prospers,
the one who sucseeds in ! evil schemes,
SRefrain from anger, leave ! rage alone;
do not be provaked;
itleads on- ! Iy to evil.
"For evildoers shall ! be cut off,
bt those who hope in the Lorp
shall pos- sess the land.
®In a little while
the wicked shall | be no more;
even if you search out their place,
they will t not be there.

continued

Psalm, continued

YBut the lowly shall pos-1 sess the land;
they will delight
in abun-! dance of peace.
*"But the delivernnce of the righteous
comes from ! you, O Lonp;
you are their stronghold
in Ftime of trouble.

Second Reading

W¥ou, O Lorb, will help them

and ! rescue thom;
you will rescue them
from the wicked and deliver them,
because in you ! they seck refuge.

1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

Bur someone will ask, "How are the dead
ratsed? With what kind of body do they
eams?” ¥Fooll What you sow does nol come
to life unless it dies, YAnd as for what you
sow, you do nat sow the body that js ta be,
but 4 bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain, ¥But God gives it 4 body as he
has chosen, and o each kind of seed its own
brody.

80 it is with the resurrection of the
dead, What is sown is perishable, what is
raised s imperishable, #1t is sown in dishon-
or, it i3 raised in glory. It is sown in weakness,
it is raised in power. "t s sown a physical
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If therc isa
physical body, there is also a spiritual body,

Cospel

“Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam,
became a living being®, the last Adam be.
came a life-giving spirit. *But it is not the
spirttual that is firsi, but the physical, and
then the spiritual. ¥ The first wan was from
the earth, 2 man of dust; the second man
is from heaven. “As was the man of dust,
5o are those whao are of the dust; and ax is
the man of heaven, so are those who are of
heaven, *ust as we have hortie the image of
the man of dust, we will also bear the image
of the man of heaven.

®What I am saying, brothers and sisters,
is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishahle
inherit the imperishable.

[Jesus said:]"Bue I say to you that listen,
Love your enemies, do good two those who
hate you, *bless those who curse you, pray
for those who abuse you. ™If anyone strikes
you on the cheek, offer the other also; and
from anyone who takes away your coat do
not withhold even your shirt, *Give to ev-
eryone who begs from you; and if anyone
takes away your goods, do not ask for them
again, “Do to others as you would have
them do to you.

If you love those who lave you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them, If you do good o
those wha do good to you, what credit is
that to you? For even sinners do the éame.
#1f you lend to those from whom you hope

Luke 6:27-38

to receive, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. “But love your enemics, do good,
and lend, expeeting nothing in return. Your
reward will be great, and you will be chil-
dren of the Mast High; for he is kind ro the
ungrateful and the wicked, Be mercifu,
Jjust as your Father is mereiful.

Do not judge, and you will not be
Judged; do not condemn, and you will nat
be condemned. Forgive, and you will he
forgiven; ¥give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, prossed down, shaken to-
gether, running over, will be put into your
fap: for the measure you give will be the
measure you get back.”
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Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
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Grace Greater Than Our Sin 394

MOQODY

Julia H. Johnston Daniel B. Towner
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Installation of Congregation Council Members

The following people have been elected by the

congregation to positions of leadership. We give thanks for
their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into
the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God:;
we rejolce now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in
our common life and our mutual mission as a congregaton.

Those to be installed come forward as the presiding mninister reads
their namies.

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varietes of services,
but the same Lord; and there are varienes of activities, but
it 1s the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
T'o each 1s given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common g{_)()d. (1 Cortinthians 12:4-7)

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust
in this congregation.

You are to see that the words and deeds of this household
of faith bear witness to God, who gathers us into one
together with the whole church.

You ate to seek to involve all members of this congregatnon
in worship, learning, witness, service, and supportt, so that the
mussion of Chnstis carried out in this congregation, in the
wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that
the Spirit who empowers you may be glonfied.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostening peace,
harmony, and mutual understanding in this congregaton.

On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Chuist, T ask you:
Wil you accept and faithfully carry out the duties of the
offices to which you have been elected?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

People of God, I ask you:

Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you
share 1n the mutual ministry that Chrst has given to all who
are bapuzed? _

We will, and we ask God to help us.

I now declare you installed as council members of
Millcreek Lutheran Church in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, + and of the Holy Spirit. Almighty God bless
you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you
may be faithful servanrs of Christ.

Amen! Thanks be to God!

The service continues with the prayers of intercession.
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Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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A\ . 221 Notth Sheridan Road
o~ Millcreek PO Box 399

LUTHERAN CHURCH Newmanstown, PA 17073

“The Clnich on the Hill” www.millcreeklutheran.com
Church Office stor Sc Aradicen
(610) 589-2570 Home: (717) 628-1241

secretary@millcreeklutheran.com Cell: (540) 335-1693
pastorscottparadise@gmail.com

Our Mission

Helping God restore and renew our community, our congregation, and our selves.

Sunday February 23, 2025

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM. Just dial 717-628-0125. You will hear a
message welcoming you to Millereek. At that point you are connécted to our chusch sound system, so just stay on the
line. You may also watch the service later on You Tube,

‘Helping God Restore and Renew our Community

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: We are excited to share that our congtegation came together to collect 388 cans of
soup. Addinonally, we were able to purchase an additional 30 cans with the money donated for a TOTAL OF 411 CANS OF
SOUP for Lebanon County Christian Ministries. Thanks to all those who contributed!

OUR SPRING FLING EVENT will be Sunday March 9th at 1 PM. It will include a scavenger hunt, make your own ice cream
sundaes and a craft. Look for the sign-up/volunteer sheet in the Narthex.

Helping God Restore and Renew our Congregatian

CONGREGATION COUNCIL will meet today after the worship service.



TREASURER’S REPORT: February 16, 2025, Current Offerings- $1,110.00, Plate-160.00, Bulletins-10.00, Memotial-Linda
Patches-60.00, Restore & Renew-25.00, Rental-150.00, Coffee-6.50, Yearbook donation-50.00. Total-$1,571.50

USHER/SOUND HELP WANTED: Since Frank Hoffran will be out of commission for a bit, we could really use more
pcople to help Scott Johnson with whatever needs done on Sunday motnings. Most people don't realize how much they do, but
there are many things. Communion Sundays have the most prep work, but it would be good for someone else to know the ins and
outs of the sound system as well. This is open to young or old, male or female. Please speak to Scott if you have any questions,

BAKERS FOR FUNERAL LUNCHEONS: We don't have as many funeral lunches here at the church as we had in the past. It

1s nice, however, to be able to offer homemade desserts made by members of our congregation when planning the menu with
church members who have lost a loved one. Many families choose 1o provide their own desserrs. For those unable to do that, it's
nice to be able to offer that option.

I have an outdated listing of bakers from past years. I have placed a sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex for anyone who is
willing to bake when called.
Thank you for your consideration... Nancy Deiter

2024-2025 YEARBOOKS/DIRECTORIES ate available for you to pick up from the narrhex table and wall rack,
2024 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS may be picked up in the church office. They will not be mailed.

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS FOR 2025 are available on the bulletin board outside the nursery.
Flowers-$30.00, Bulletins- 10.00

Help God Renew and Restore Ourselves

WEATHER ALERT: In case of bad weather, please listen to WLBR 1270AM for a notice of cancellation of church

services. Pastor Scott will send out an email to those on the email address list. You can tune into Channel 27 WHTM (Comcast
Channel 12) for notices of church service cancellation, which scrolls across the bottom of the TV screen or WLBR 1270 radio
station. When chutch is cancelled due to the weather, there is no one at the chutch for a service on the Phone Patch.

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WI'TH CARDS & PRAYERS:
Elaine Hemperly, Linden Village, 100 Tuck Street, Tebanon, PA 17042



IF YOU ASKED FOR A MILLCREEK MEMBER 1O BE PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST, PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH SECRETARY WHEN OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED SO SHE CAN KEEP THIS LIST
CURRENT.

MILLCREEK MEMBERS PRAYER LIST: Chub & Peg Auman, Lotraine Eberly, Debbie Harsrman, Violet Heplet, Frank
Hoffman, Abbie Keath, The Leibig Family, Ronald Merkel, Barbara Potteiger, Brian Ream, Norm Sharp, Sarah Webber, Stewart
Wolf, Aaron Yiengst, Devon Yiengst, Michael Yiengst, Jr., Greer Zellers

NON-MEMBER REQUESTS ARE LISTED ON A WEEKLY BASIS. TO BE INCLUDED, YOU MAY CONTACT
THE SECRETARY EACH WEEK WITH YOUR REQUESTS BY NOON ON THURSDAY.

secretaryi@millereeklutheran.com or call 610-589-2570

NON-MEMBER PRAYER LIST: Mike Nelson, {fricnd of Kristin Bendet), Jane Yocum, (friend of Debbie Hartrnan),
JoAnn Deahl (Brandy Gahres’ Mother)



RELAY FOR LIFE

Mardi Gras for a Cause Purse Bingo

Sunday, March 2, 2025

Doots Open at 11am and Games Start at 1pm

$25 for 20 Games

Additional Games/Cards Available at door

Raffle Baskets, 50/50 Drawing, Survivor Game, Vendors,
Food, and More!

x 41" Eagles Banquet Hall
“E_"FY > 116 N. 8th Street
L g < Lebanon, PA 17046

DAFFODIL DAYS: Daffodil sale is over but I may be able
to get more on the pickup day. Since I had to pay for what 1
ordered, all checks are payable to Deb Tice.

Next up, is an Apple Dumpling sale from Sycamore
Spring. As this business is being sold, it could be one of the
last. See order form on the narthex table. Orders due April
7 and will come April 17.

LUMINARIA ORDERS CAN BE TAKEN ANYTIME - check
with either Deb for details. There are times when they are
on sale for $5 each instead of the normal $10. Lanterns are
also available for $30.

As always, thanks to all for supporting Relay for Life as the
American Cancer Society strives to find a cure.

See Debbie Buffington or Debbie Tice for more Relay
details.

ELCO

COMMUNITY
COOKBOOK

We wanrl yowy yevipes!

The ELCO Education Foundation is asking for
your help in creating a one-of-a-kind
community cookbook as a fundraiser project
to benefit the students of ELCO.

Whether it's your grandmother's pot pie, a quick
weeknight dinner, or a show-stapping dessert,
your recipe can bring flavor and heart to this
special collection. By contributing, vou'll help
showcase the tastes and traditions that make
our community so Unigue.

Don’t miss this chance to share your story
through food and support our ELCO students!

Use this QR code to Use this QR code to
submit your type- submit photos of a
written recipe. handwritten recipe.

See Susan Long for more cookbook information.



EASTER FLOWERS

Anyone interested in
purchasing Easter Flowers
this year, please contact Carol
Sova at 717-507-4721. This
is my cell number. You may
text me or call. | will confirm
all orders if you don't sign-up
directly at church. If you don't
hear back from me to confirm,
please call me.

The flowers will be available on Easter Sunday, April 20,
2025.

The choices of potted flowers are as follows: tulips (request
color), daffodils (regular), hyacinths (one color or pink, blue,
white trio), Easter lilies (white), L.A. Hybrid lilies) or mums.

The cost is $8.00 each except for the lilies which are $9.00.

| will be available after church most Sundays or you can call
me. | will place the order mid-March. If you want to specify
color, please have your order in as soon as possible for the
best selection. (Those | will be ordering as soon as possible
as there were some supply issues in the past).

Thank you,
Carol Sova



