
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Millcreek Lutheran Church 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 
        

     A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here 

today and enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. 

If you are a visitor and believe that Christ is your Savior and present 

in the Sacrament, you are welcome to receive Holy Communion with 

us. All children who have received Communion instruction and have 

been approved to receive Holy Communion either here or at another 

church are also welcome to commune with us. Any child may come 

forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or fill out a 

visitor’s card in the pew rack. We’re glad you’re here! 
 

      Prayer: Eternal God, whose mercy has allowed us to hear your 

good news of salvation before our Lord’s final advent: Give us sensitive 

hearts and minds to live a  new life; that we may not be found 

unprepared when you call us into eternity. We pray through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune 

Lay Leader,  Jennifer Rosengrant 

Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice 

Lay Reader,  Roy Hoglund 

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman 
 

 

The Service 

Prelude of Entrance 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude of Preparation 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

We are a people of hope. Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming of 

our beloved Christ Child. For God is to be among us and we will see a great 

light in the midst of our night. Let us light the Candle of Hope.  
 

 

The first blue candle is lit. 
 

 

Song:  “One Candle is Lit” (stanza 1) 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for 

your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn     LBW (green) #25 

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 
 

*Greetings       Page 57 
 

*Kyrie        Page 57 
 

Prayer of the Day (read in unison) 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save 

us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the 

way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us 

go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he 

may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He 

shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 

shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war 

anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 122 (read responsively) 
     1 I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

 2 Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

 3 Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

 4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of    

       Israel, to praise the name of the Lord. 

 5 For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 

 6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love  

       you. 

 7 Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

 8 For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your  

       prosperity. 

 9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.” 
 



 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
 

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently 

as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

*The Alleluia Verse      Page 62 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the 

days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until 

the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son 

of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 

left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one 

will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 

in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord.  Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day     NCH (red) #485 

Will Jesus Find Us Watching 
 

*The Nicene Creed      Page 64 
 

Choir Anthem 
 

*The Prayers 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and 

strengthen lay leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us 

your ways and lead us in your paths. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 



God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. 

Empower us to care for forests and oceans, as we see you in the world 

around us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast 

out words of hate and transform them into words for building up 

community. Remake implements of war to sow peace.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and 

companions who are ill or despairing (especially . . . and those affected by 

HIV and AIDS as we remember World AIDS Day). Surround all with care 

and consolation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and 

relationships fray, show us how to journey with one another. Nurture 

therapists, counselors, and sponsors in their care for others.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the 

last, bring us with all the saints (especially) to your holy city where peace 

and goodness make a home. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)    Page 68 
 

*The Preface       Page 68 
 

*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy    Page 69 
 

*Words of Institution     Page 69 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer      Page 71 
 

Communion of the Faithful 
 

*Communion Blessing     Page 72 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord  Page 72 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer     Page 74 
 

*Blessing       Page 74 
 

*Closing Hymn     LBW (green) #32 

Fling Wide the Door 
 

Moments of Meditation (seated) 
 

*Dismissal       Page 74 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 



 

 The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory of God  

and in celebration of November birthdays of the  

Engle & Tice families.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commemoration 

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We 

understand this body to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness 

of men & women across time and space. Throughout its history, the 

church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique, 

exemplary people of faith. Today we recognize St. Andrew.  

 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle is recognized for his 

role as one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus. 

Andrew was initially a disciple of John the 

Baptist before being called by Jesus to follow 

him. His mission included bringing his 

brother Simon Peter to Jesus and later 

spreading the Gospel to various nations, 

including Asia Minor and Greece. Andrew is 

honored for his faith and perseverance. His 

martyrdom is commemorated on the feast 

day of November 30. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Our Mission:   
Helping God restore & renew our community, 

our congregation, & ourselves. 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Frank Terhune 
Cell: 610-751-5472 

Email: frankterhune@gmail.com 
In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm 

www.millcreeklutheran.com 
Secretary: Jennifer Miller  Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com  

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant  

Sunday, November 30, 2025 

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM.  
Just dial 717-628-0125.  You will  hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.  
At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on 
the line.     You may also watch the service later on You Tube.  

Helping God Restore and Renew our Community 
 

ADVENT FOOD COLLECTION:  Advent is fast approaching. We are bringing back 
our Reverse Advent Calendar. This time of year, we think about getting. This calendar is all 
about giving. You can pick one up in the narthex . There is one food item mentioned every 
day. Completed boxes can be brought during Christmas week to be distributed to local 
Food pantries to replenish their shelves following the Christmas demand. The need this 
year is great. We can help feed the hungry. Take the Advent challenge. Together. We can 
live out Jesus' command to love one another. 
 

Helping God Restore and Renew our Congregation 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Sunday, November 23, 2025:  
Current Offerings- $2,815, Plate- $90, World Hunger- $100   Total- $3,005      
Attendance- 57  Sunday School- 11 
 

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS are available on the bulletin board in 
the narthex. Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS: Starting Sunday November 16th, the table will be set up in 
the narthex with the gift bags.  There are 12 shut-ins currently on our list.  Please have all 
cards and items in the bags by Sunday, Dec. 14th  to allow time for bags to be delivered by 
Christmas.  There will be a sign-up sheet to deliver the bags on the table. Any questions or 
if someone needs added to the list, please tell Nikki Johnson.  Thank you.    
 

BIBLE STUDY: Pastor Terhune will begin a weekly adult Bible study for Advent this 
year and will continue Bible study into 2026.  There is a sheet in the Narthex to sign 
up.  We are asking for your preferred time in addition to topics you have an interest 
in.  We may have multiple days and times based upon schedules.  
 

NO SWEET SUNDAY IN DECEMBER. 
 

CHURCH BREAKFAST will be Dec. 13th at Country Fare Restaurant in Myerstown at 
8AM. Everyone is welcome with no reservations needed. Inform the hostess of the group 
you are looking for and she will direct you to our table. You can choose to come every 
month or only on an occasion. Either way, we'd love for you to be part of our group.   
~Nancy Deiter 

mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


LESSONS & CAROLS WITH MLC ENSEMBLE: Calling all musicians to join MLC 
musical ensemble to play Sunday, December 21 at 10:15am service. 
 

Rehearsals will be:  
Saturdays, Dec. 6, Dec. 13, and Dec. 20 @ 11:00 
 

If you are available or have any questions, email or text Julie Strickler at 610 207 9650. 
Thanks for your consideration! 
 

▪ Helping God Restore and Renew Our Selves 
 

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS 
& PRAYERS:  
   Paul Zimmerman 
   139 Sweetwater Lane 
   Newmanstown, PA 17073 
 

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week: 
secretary@millcreeklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers 
have been answered, so this list can be kept current. 
 

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:  
Peg Auman   Bryan Breidigam  Joe Buffington 
Debbie Hartman  Violet Hepler  Frank Hoffman 
Liz Leibig   Barbara Potteiger  Brian Ream 
Norm Sharp   Gerry Strickler  Stewart Wolf 
Aaron Yiengst  Devon Yiengst  Michael Yiengst, Jr. 
Greer Zellers 
 

NON-MEMBERS:  
Mike Nelson, friend of Kristin Bender 
Gary Beatty,, friend of Debbie Hartman 
JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother 
Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan 
Candy Hibshman, friend of Rachel Mock 
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler 
Mitch Keath, relative of Mary Ream & Deb Buffington 
Richard  Shaddinger, nephew of Nancy Deiter 
Louise Hainley, cousin of Debbie Tice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS: 
 

▪ Sunday November 30 – Advent begins with a communion service & lighting of the 
Advent wreath. 

▪ Sunday December 7– 2nd Advent communion service with Hanging of the Greens – 
bring an ornament for the tree, children will sing.  Service is followed by a light lunch 
of sandwiches & Christmas cookies. 

▪ Sunday December 14 – 3rd Advent – Children’s Program – The Shepherd’s Story – 
see the Christmas Story thru the eyes of the shepherds!  This service is held in the 
multi-purpose room. 

▪ Sunday December 21 – 4th Advent – Lessons & Carols – A very simple but special 
service with special readings and music. 

▪ Sunday December 21 – 5 pm – Quiet Christmas – we have traditionally been doing 
this service on the night of the Winter Solstice.  A very simple service with 
communion and candlelight.  It is especially geared to those who may have suffered a 
loss in the past year and do not want to face the standard Christmas services. 

▪ Wednesday December 24 @ 10 pm  –candlelight communion service filled with 
music, candles, and joy! 

▪ Sunday December 28 – Christmas continues with our regular worship service.  There 
will be no Sunday School  on this date. 

 


