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Welcome to the annual tradition of Hanging of the Greens at Millcreek 

Lutheran Church! We appreciate your presence here today and enjoy the new 

and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor and believe 

that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are welcome to 

receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received 

Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion 

either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any 

child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or 

fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We’re glad you’re here! 
 

Prayer: Merciful Father, who calls us into repentance not only with our lips, 

but with our lives: Direct us into a new life of righteousness through sincere 

repentance; that we may accept our Lord’s ministry as our source of strength 

and salvation. In our Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune 

Lay Leader,  Jennifer Rosengrant 

Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice 

Lay Reader,  Deb Buffington 

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman 
 

 

 

The Service 

Prelude of Entrance 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude of Preparation: Christmas is Coming, MLC Choir 
 

 



Advent Wreath Lighting    We are a people who seek peace. We know that 

God has told us to turn our weapons of war into instruments that 

benefit all humanity. In the name of that Child who was born long 

ago to become the Prince of Peace, we now light the Candle of Peace.                   
 

Two blue candles are lit. 
 

Song:  “One Candle is Lit” (stanzas 1 & 2) 
 

 

 
 



 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. Ever-living God, the heavens were glad and the earth rejoiced 

when you sent your Son, the incarnate Word, to dwell with us. Help us to 

proclaim your glory until the whole earth sings a new song to you, with your 

Son and the Holy Spirit on God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Processional: O Come, All Ye Faithful (stanza 1) 
 

Blessing of  Candles 

Let us pray. God our creator, we praise you for the gift of 

light that shines your blessing upon our way. Send us your 

Son, the tender branch of Jesse, who brings us light and life. 

May we eagerly welcome the true Light that never fades. All 

glory be yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Placing of Candles: O Come, All Ye Faithful (stanza 2) 

 

Blessing of Poinsettia Plants 

Let us pray. Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, 

from falsehood to truth. Lead us from despair to hope, from 

fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace. Let 

peace fill our hearts, our world, and our universe; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Placing of Poinsettia Plants: O Come, All Ye Faithful (stanza 3) 

 

Blessing of Wreaths 

Let us pray. Generous God, you have created all that is, and 

you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer to 

celebrate the coming of Christ, so that through these reminders 

of the season we celebrate your blessing of our lives and our 

world. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuela, we pray. Amen. 
 

Wreath Song: O Come, All Ye Faithful (stanza 4) 

 

Blessing and Lighting of the Tree 

Let us pray. Be praised, O God, for the blessings around us 

that point to you. Be praised, O God, for the signs of this 

holy season that awaken in us wonder. Praise for the 

steadfast green of this tree, like your love, enduring all 

seasons. Praise for the light that illumines our darkness, 

like Christ, who brings light to the world. Join our voices 

with those of the trees and of all creation, who sing at your 

coming.   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 

God’s people on earth. Amen. 
 

 



Blessing of Ornaments 

Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God; you are 

the source of every blessing. From your hand we 

receive the good gifts of life, health, and salvation. 

As we share these ornaments, bless us with hearts 

thankful for the gift of your Son and lead us to share 

from our abundance with those in need. We ask this through Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 
 

Placing of Ornaments: O Come, All Ye Faithful (additional stanza) 
 

Lord, make us happy, 

as we bring these trimmings. 

Now let this church of ours be filled with thy peace, 

green things remind us, 

of thy love eternal 

     O come, let us adore him, 

     O come, let us adore him, 

     O come, let us adore him, 

     Christ the Lord! 
 

Let us pray. Loving God, you have gathered and enlightened us, and you 

give us the gift of creativity. We give you our thanks and praise for this 

community of faith and ask your blessing on our witness in the world. May 

this space and our lives be invitations to others to experience the love you 

have so freely shared with us. We pray in the name of the babe of 

Bethlehem, our Lord Jesus. Amen.  
 

Prayer of the Day (read in unison) 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 

By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and 

peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Children’s Anthem 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is 

the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 



waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all 

Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and 

they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 

  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 

the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not 

bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming 

after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in 

his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into 

the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day     LBW (green) #26 

Prepare the Royal Highway (verses 1 & 4 only) 
 

*The Prayers 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. 

Unite hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and 

equity among peoples. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the 

day when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways 

humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony 

with one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, 

for our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World 

Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost 

hope in the face of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the 

spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 
 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to 

overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and 

reparation, may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 
 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially 

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the 

hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)    Page 68 
 

*The Preface       Page 68 
 

*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy    Page 69 
 

*Words of Institution     Page 69 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer      Page 71 
 

Communion of the Faithful 
 

*Communion Blessing     Page 72 
 

*Post-Communion Canticle, Thank the Lord  Page 72 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer     Page 74 
 

*Blessing: 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy 

of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, and the everlasting peace of 

Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you now 

and forever. Amen 
 

O Wisdom…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Lord of might…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Branch of Jesse…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Key of David…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Dayspring…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O King of Nations…Come, Lord Jesus! 

O Emmanuel…Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Go in Peace. Christ is coming soon.  Thanks be to God! 
 

*Closing Hymn     LBW (green) #39 

Joy to the World 
 

Moments of Meditation (seated) 
 

*Dismissal       Page 74 
 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 



 The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory of God  

and in honor of Celia Bender’s 10th birthday. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Commemoration 

When we are baptized, we are baptized into the body of Christ. We 

understand this body to be the communion of saints, a diverse witness 

of men & women across time and space. Throughout its history, the 

church has sought to lift up Christians who have been unique, 

exemplary people of faith. Today we recognize Bishop Ambrose of 

Milan.  

 

Born in Treves, Gaul and educated at Rome, 

Ambrose was appointed consular prefect for 

Upper Italy in 370, at which time he moved 

to Milan. Four years later, the bishop of the 

city died, causing a fight between the Arian 

and orthodox parties of the city. As 

magistrate, Ambrose was there to maintain 

peace, and the people turned to him and 

elected him to the position. His election was 

ratified by emperor Valentinian and he was 

baptized and  consecrated a Bishop. 

After becoming a bishop, Ambrose became 

known for his defense of the orthodox faith and for his firm stand on 

Scripture against both paganism and the Arian heresy which was so 

prevalent during his years.  
 

His writings consist mostly of sermons. Especially near the end of his 

life he emphasized celibacy, voluntary poverty, and even the martyr’s 

death. He also did quite a bit of work in the development of church 

music, writing hymns and liturgies for his congregation in Milan. 

Ambrose introduced the practice of antiphonal chanting, and began 

the work of organizing the use of music in the church. Three of his 

hymns can be found in our hymnal: 95 - Savior of the Nations, Come; 

550 - O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright; and 564 - O Trinity, Most 

Blessed Light.  
 



 

 



 
 



 
 



Our Mission:   
Helping God restore & renew our community, 

our congregation, & ourselves. 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Frank Terhune 
Cell: 610-751-5472 

Email: frankterhune@gmail.com 
In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm 

www.millcreeklutheran.com 
Secretary: Jennifer Miller  Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com  

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant  

Sunday, November 30, 2025 

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at 10:15 AM.  
Just dial 717-628-0125.  You will  hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.  
At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on 
the line.     You may also watch the service later on You Tube.  

Helping God Restore and Renew our Community 
 

ADVENT FOOD COLLECTION:  Advent is fast approaching. We are bringing back 
our Reverse Advent Calendar. This time of year, we think about getting. This calendar is all 
about giving. You can pick one up in the narthex . There is one food item mentioned every 
day. Completed boxes can be brought during Christmas week to be distributed to local 
Food pantries to replenish their shelves following the Christmas demand. The need this 
year is great. We can help feed the hungry. Take the Advent challenge. Together. We can 
live out Jesus' command to love one another. 
 

CAN TAB UPDATE: Aluminum can tabs are no longer being collected. 
 

Helping God Restore and Renew our Congregation 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Sunday, November 30, 2025:  Current Offerings- $750, 
Plate- $105, Christmas- $100   Total- $1,455      
Attendance- 49  Sunday School- 8 
 

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. If you would like to sponsor flower and/or bulletin for Dec. 28th, the 
last Sunday in 2025, please contact Jen M. .  Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10. Thank you for all 
your willingness to sponsor flowers and bulletins each Sunday! 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFT BAGS: Starting Sunday November 16th, the table will be set up in 
the narthex with the gift bags.  There are 12 shut-ins currently on our list.  Please have all 
cards and items in the bags by Sunday, Dec. 14th  to allow time for bags to be delivered by 
Christmas.  There will be a sign-up sheet to deliver the bags on the table. Any questions or 
if someone needs added to the list, please tell Nikki Johnson.  Thank you.    
 

LESSONS & CAROLS WITH MLC ENSEMBLE: Calling all musicians to join MLC 
musical ensemble to play Sunday, December 21 at 10:15am service. 
 

Rehearsals will be:  
Saturdays, Dec. 6, Dec. 13, and Dec. 20 @ 11:00 
 

If you are available or have any questions, email or text Julie Strickler at 610 207 9650. 
Thanks for your consideration! 
 

mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


BIBLE STUDY: Pastor Terhune will begin a weekly adult Bible study for Advent this 
year and will continue Bible study into 2026.  There is a sheet in the Narthex to sign 
up.  We are asking for your preferred time in addition to topics you have an interest 
in.  We may have multiple days and times based upon schedules.  
 

Helping God Restore and Renew Our Selves 
 

THIS WEEK WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS 
& PRAYERS:  
   Liz Leibig 
   34 W. Park Ave. 
   Newmanstown, PA 17073 
 

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week: 
secretary@millcreeklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers 
have been answered, so this list can be kept current. 
 

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:  
Peg Auman   Bryan Breidigam  Joe Buffington 
Debbie Hartman  Violet Hepler  Frank Hoffman 
Liz Leibig   Barbara Potteiger  Brian Ream 
Norm Sharp   Gerry Strickler  Stewart Wolf 
Aaron Yiengst  Devon Yiengst  Michael Yiengst, Jr. 
Greer Zellers 
 

NON-MEMBERS:  
Mike Nelson, friend of Kristin Bender 
Gary Beatty,, friend of Debbie Hartman 
JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother 
Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan 
Candy Hibshman, friend of Rachel Mock 
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler 
Mitch Keath, relative of Mary Ream & Deb Buffington 
Louise Hainley, cousin of Debbie Tice 
Rich Leinweber, friend of Rachel 
 
CARD SHOWER:   Elaine Hemperly is turning 90 years old on Dec. 20th!  Her family 
has requested the congregation to shower her with cards for her special day: 
   Elaine Hemperly 
   Linden Village, Stoy Cottage 

100 Tuck Street 
Lebanon, PA 17042 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS: 
 

▪ Sunday December 7– 2nd Advent communion service with Hanging of the Greens – 
bring an ornament for the tree, children will sing.  Service is followed by a light lunch 
of sandwiches & Christmas cookies. 

▪ Sunday December 14 – 3rd Advent – Children’s Program – The Shepherd’s Story – 
see the Christmas Story thru the eyes of the shepherds!  (multi-purpose room)  

▪ Sunday December 21 – 4th Advent – Lessons & Carols – A very simple but special 
service with special readings and music. 

▪ Sunday December 21 – 5 pm – Quiet Christmas – we have traditionally been doing 
this service on the night of the Winter Solstice.  A very simple service with 
communion and candlelight.  It is especially geared to those who may have suffered a 
loss in the past year and do not want to face the standard Christmas services. 

▪ Wednesday December 24 @ 10 pm  –candlelight communion service filled with 
music, candles, and joy! 

▪ Sunday December 28 – Christmas continues with our regular worship service.  There 
will be no Sunday School  on this date. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


