
 

Millcreek Lutheran Church 

September 6, 2026 

Fifteenth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

A warm welcome to our church! We appreciate your presence here today and 

enjoy the new and the familiar faces as we gather together. If you are a visitor 

and believe that Christ is your Savior and present in the Sacrament, you are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion with us. All children who have received 

Communion instruction and have been approved to receive Holy Communion 

either here or at another church are also welcome to commune with us. Any 

child may come forward for a blessing. Visitors, please sign our guest book or 

fill out a visitor’s card in the pew rack. We’re glad you’re here! 
 

Prayer: Father in heaven, who directs your church to be a corrective enabler 

when we sin against one another: Give us compassion and genuine love 

toward those who hurt us; that we may enable them to understand their 

errors and correct them. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Serving you this morning: 

Interim Pastor, Pastor Frank Terhune 

Lay Leader,  Jennifer Rosengrant 

Organist/Pianist, Debbie Tice 

Lay Reader,  Cheryl Batdorf 

Ushers/Audio, Scott Johnson & Frank Hoffman 
 

The Service 

Prelude of Entrance 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude of Preparation  
 

Labor Day Litany 

P: Let us pray to the Lord of all creation, from whom comes life and work 

and purpose.  

Almighty God, when you formed us lovingly out of the dust of the earth, you 

breathed into us the breath of life and gave us work and purpose for living. 

C: You placed Adam in the garden of Eden to till and keep it. 



Through our work, you made us co-creators with you, shaping the world in 

which we live. 

You gave dignity to our labor by sending your Son to labor with us. 

By our labor, you enrich the world. 

By our labor, we enjoy the fruits of creation. 

By our labor, we find direction and purpose. 

By our labor, our families are made secure. 

For providing varieties of work and for blessing us by our labor: 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who plow the field and those who make the plow; for farmers and 

farm workers, for steelworkers and machinists; for those who work with 

their hands and those who move the earth: 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who tend the sick and those who seek new cures; for doctors and 

nurses, for scientists and technicians; for those who keep notes and those 

who transcribe: 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who think and those who create; for inventors and explorers, for 

artists and musicians; for those who write books and those who entertain:  

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who work in offices and those who work in warehouses; for 

secretaries and receptionists, for stockers and bookkeepers; for those who 

market products and for those who move them:  

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who inspire our minds and those who motivate us; for teachers 

and preachers, for public servants and religious servants; those who help 

the poor and those who work with our children:  

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those whose labor is tidiness and cleanliness; for janitors and sanitary 

workers, for dry cleaners and maids; for those who product cleaning 

products and those who use them: 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

For those who sail the waves and those who fly the skies; for captains and 

attendants, for astronauts and deep sea divers; for those who chart and 

those who navigate: 

We give you thanks, O Lord. 

You bless us all with skills and gifts for labor. 

You provide us opportunities to use them, for the benefit of others 

as well as ourselves. 

Guard and protect those who labor in the world. 

Bless the work of our hands, O Lord. 

Look kindly upon the unemployed and the disabled. 

Give health to the sick, hope to the bereaved. 

Keep us from laboring only for greed. 

Make us loving and responsible in all that we do. 

Creator Lord, you are the source of all wisdom and purpose, you are the 

blessing of those who labor. Be with us in our labor to guide and govern our 



world. Give all men and women work that enhances human dignity and 

bonds us to one another. Give us pride in our work, a fair return for our 

labor, and joy in knowing that our work finds its source in you; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn: Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun     LBW #269 

 
 

*Greetings:            LBW p. 57, line 5 
 

*The Kyrie      LBW p. 57-58, line 6 
 

Hymn of Praise, Glory to God        LBW p. 58 
 

Prayer of the Day (read in unison) 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 

mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 

everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and 

salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you 

hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say 

to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to 

warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 



iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the 

wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the 

wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.  
10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 

them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I 

have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from 

their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 

you die, O house of Israel?  
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119:33-40 (read responsively) 
 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 

 and I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

 I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

 for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees 

 and not to unjust gain. 
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

 give me life in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

 which is for those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

 because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; 

 by your righteousness enliven me 
 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 

another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit 

adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and 

any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 

the fulfilling of the law. 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw 

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently 

as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 



*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go 

and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, 

you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence 

of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to 

the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a 

one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For 

where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day: Christ, You Teach Us of Your Kingdom1 



 
 

 



*The Nicene Creed          LBW p. 64 
 

*The Prayers 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, 

confident that God hears us.  
A brief silence. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce 

the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of 

all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 

communities crying out after disaster.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away 

from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the 

good of all who labor.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore 

broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we 

carry with us.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your 

righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news 

known even through our imperfections.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for 

the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving (spoken)    LBW p.68 
 

*The Preface       LBW p.68 
 

*The Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy    LBW p.69 
 

*Words of Institution     LBW p.69 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer      LBW p.71 
 

Communion of the Faithful 
 

*Communion Blessing     LBW p.72 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer     LBW p.74 
 

*Blessing: 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 



 

*Closing Hymn     NCH (red) #218 

 
 



Moments of Meditation (seated) 
 

*Dismissal       LBW p.74 
 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flowers & bulletins are given in honor & glory of 

God, and in memory of Helen M. Snyder,  

by the family. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Biblical Reference: Matthew 18:1-20 

Tune: Polish melody ("Infant Holy, Infant Lowly")  

Text: Copyright © 2014 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com 

New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com/ 

"Christ, You Teach Us of Your Kingdom" celebrates Jesus' teachings in Matthew 18, including true 

greatness, the parable of the lost sheep and church discipline. 

Hymn Use Permission: This hymn is copyrighted and is not covered by any organization (such as CCLI or 

OneLicense) that gives churches permission to use church music. If you would like to use this hymn, please 

contact Carolyn and Bruce Gillette (carolynshymns@gmail.com) for permission and to get a copy of the hymn 

in MS Word format for bulletin use. 
 

 

mailto:carolynshymns@gmail.com
http://www.carolynshymns.com/
mailto:carolynshymns@gmail.com


Our Mission:   
Motivating Lives Through Christ and our 

community, our congregation, & ourselves. 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Frank Terhune 
Cell: 610-751-5472 

Email: frankterhune@gmail.com 
In Office: Tues. & Fri. 9am-12pm 

www.millcreeklutheran.com 
Secretary: Jennifer Miller  Email: secretary@millcreeklutheran.com  

Lay Leader: Jennifer Rosengrant  

Sunday, September 6, 2026 

You can listen to the worship service over the phone patch at  9:30AM.   
Just dial 717-628-0125.  You will  hear a message welcoming you to Millcreek.  
At that point you are connected to our church sound system, so just stay on 
the line.     You may also watch the service later on You Tube.  
 

Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Community 
 

EVANGELISM IN-GATHERING UPDATE:  
 

Don't forget to bring in-gathering items to church by Sept. 6th. The evangelism committee 
will pack and deliver to the collection point. Thanks again for your generosity in this project!  
 

THE LEBANON SINGING CEDARS CHORUS will present their annual 
barbershop style show, “The Magic of Broadway” on Saturday, September 19 at 3:00 PM 
at the Church of the Good Shepherd, 1500 Quentin Road, Lebanon. The show will be 
hosted by local radio personality Laura Lebeau and will feature guest quartet 2026 
International Champions “GQ”. Admission is $15. Contact 717-821-5298 or Roy Hoglund 
717-228-8175 for tickets. 
 

HARVEST HOME: September 20 will be Harvest Home.  Bring canned goods or fresh 
vegetables to the service.  It will be boxed and taken to the local food pantry. 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE: The new year has begun for Relay for Life of Lebanon County. Check 
out the website to join as a member or follow us at Cancer Crusaders to get fundraising 
information. The first fundraiser of the year is mums. There is a sign up sheet in the narthex 
or contact Deb Buffington. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:frankterhune@gmail.com
http://www.millcreeklutheran.com/
mailto:secretary@millcreeklutheran.com


Motivating Lives Through Christ and our Congregation 
 

FLOWER AND BULLETIN SIGNUP SHEETS for 2026 are available on the bulletin 
board in the narthex.  Flowers-$30, Bulletins- $10.  
 

UPCOMING SERVICE SCHEDULE & EVENTS: 

• Sunday, Sept. 6- 9:30am communion service 

• Sunday, Sept. 13- Rally Day- 9am Sunday School,10:15am communion service, 
potluck picnic after service 

• Sunday, Sept. 20- 9am Sunday School, 10:15am regular service & Harvest Home 

• Sunday, Sept. 27- 9am Sunday School, 10:15am regular service 
 

General Fund- August Offerings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOP OF THE HILL CLEAN UP   Saturday, September 12, 2026      9:00 – 11:30 a.m. 
Please note the time change. The yearbook lists the time as 10am; the time has been 
moved up an hour. Additional jobs may be added to the list, but this is the current list 
from which you can select a task. Please contact Nancy Deiter with your selection.  
email: lndeiter@comcast.net Phone: 717-866-4665 or 717-383-0899 

1. Enlarge cut-our circle around evergreen tree to the left of the Sunday School 
entrance & lay mulch. 

2. Enlarge cut out circle around the little evergreen tree known as “David” that is 
off the area to the tractor room & lay mulch. 

3. Clean & weed the bell/cross outdoor area. 
4. Sweep furnace room. 
5. Sweep & tidy garbage area outside the kitchen. 
6. Clean & “spruce up” the council room. 
7. Cut off low & dead branches of maple trees off patio area & pick up branches 
8. Pull out half dead rosebush in front corner of main entrance & plant a new 

appropriate bush. 
9. Pull out & replace low bushes on either side of front walkway at main entrance. 
10. Weed stone beds around all sides of building. 
11. Spray stone beds with weed killer once they have been weeded. 
12. Clean & organize janitor’s closet. 
13. Take Christmas lights off evergreen tree to left of the building & restring so it’s 

ready for Christmas. The lights are available. 
14. Clean the brass standing candelabras so they are wax-free & ready for Christmas 

season. 
15. Move outdoor patio furniture back against the wall in preparation for winter. 
16. Give the kitchen & side room floors a good cleaning. 

 

Current offerings: 8,672  Flowers 80   

Plate 435  Bulletins 40   

Recycling 13  World Hunger 100   

Bldg. Rental 60  Mower Refund 250   

Recycling 14.50  Bingo Food 234.50  

Capital Campaign 1,755     

   Total: $11,756  

mailto:lndeiter@comcast.net


RALLY DAY: Mark your calendars for our annual Rally Day, Sunday September 13th - 
Connecting and Reconnecting with God's Family.  All children are invited for 9am story, 
games & snack.  10:15am Communion Service will be outdoors, weather permitting.  Please 
bring a lawn chair and a covered dish for lunch after service (MLC will provide the hot dogs 
& drinks). Lots of fun to be had: The Giant Slip N Slide.  Trivia. Giant Connect Four. Giant 
Jenga. And a Foam Blaster on the slip n slide! We hope you and your family can join us! You 
are encouraged to bring along a board game as well! 
 

MLC FALL FUNDRAISER: We are looking for 5-6 volunteers to be part of our 
fundraising committee.  We will be meeting beginning in September to schedule a fall 
fundraiser. The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  
 

CHOIR: As the summer draws to a close, it's time to think about fresh starts.  The choir 
will begin on Thursday nights at 630 beginning September 17.  Even if you just want to 
check it out, this is a great time to join us. We have room and welcome all who would like 
to sing.  We sing most Sundays, but again no commitment is needed.  We are here to 
enhance the service with appropriate music.  Come and join us! 
 

ACOLYTES: It is time to recruit acolytes! We are looking for young folks, 5th grade and 
up (or younger by approval). Acolytes not only light the candles, but they assist with 
communion, baptism, and other things as assigned by the pastor. We will have a short 
training session, most likely after church, and then assign an experienced one with a new 
one. We especially need some older kids when it comes to Christmas Eve and Easter. We 
are hoping to have enough that no one has to serve more than once a month. Look for the 
sign up sheet in the narthex or contact Deb Tice at debtice53@gmail.com or 717-926-4273. 
 

 

Motivating Lives Through Christ and Ourselves 
 

WE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WITH CARDS & PRAYERS:  

   Liz Leibeig 
   34 W. Park Ave. 
   Newmanstown, PA 17073 
 

PRAYER LIST: Please make requests to Jen M. by noon Wed. each week: 
secretary@millcreeklutheran.com or call: 610-589-2570. Please provide updates when our prayers 
have been answered, so this list can be kept current. 
 

MILLCREEK MEMBERS:  
Violet Hepler  Liz Leibig Michael Yiengst, Jr Stewart Wolf 
Portia Lindermuth Brian Ream Devon Yiengst  Norm Sharp 
Gerry Strickler  Julie Strickler Aaron Yiengst  Greer Zellers  
 

NON-MEMBERS:  
Gary Beatty, brother in law of Debbie Hartman 
JoAnn Deahl, Brandy Gahres’ mother 
Linda McMullan, sister in law of Greta McMullan 
Jennifer Clinton, daughter of Renee & Layne Strickler 
Alethea Grissinger, friend of Deb Buffington 
Kevin Kochinsky, family friend of Stephanie Seldomridge 
Kaylee Gordon, family member of Jamie Keener 
Rev. Althea Seidel 
Candy Hibshman, friend of Rachel Mock 
Laura Weist, friend of Debbie Tice 
 
 

mailto:debtice53@gmail.com
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